
I am a mechanical engineer
with two years of  work expe-
rience with Wipro. But I am

not happy with my job and the
role I play. I would like to know
if  writing GATE would be ad-
vantageous for me and also give
me few details of  GATE 2014?

- Pronoy Roy, Secunderabad

To measure and test the cal-
iber of  the engineering stu-
dents, GATE (Graduate
Aptitude Test in Engineering)
serves as the only yardstick.
One of  the toughest exams in
our country, it aims at testing
of  the students’ capability in
engineering concepts along
with managerial skills. The
GATE scores are used as a
screening tool by around 217
public sector undertakings
such as BHEL, Indian Oil Cor-

poration, NTPC, Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre,
Bharat Electronics, Power
Grid Corporation of  India,
Vizag Steel, Nayveli Lignite
Corporation, National Fertiliz-
ers Ltd, GAIL, Mineral Explo-
ration Corporation Ltd, etc for
recruiting engineers at entry
level positions and a good
GATE rank assures a good job.
After joining, MTech at IITs
and IISc, one can look at a
salary package ranging from
Rs 7 lakh to 30 lakh per
annum, depending upon spe-
cialisation and performance.
Qualification in GATE is also
a minimum requirement to
apply for various fellowships
awarded by many government
organisations. If  you had a
dream of studying at the pres-
tigious IITs then this could ful-

fill it. Also if  you qualify in
GATE you are eligible to study
at NSU (National University
of  Singapore) and Nanyang
Technological University, Sin-
gapore, and some technical
universities in Germany. The
National Institute of Industrial
Engineering, Mumbai, offers
admission to post graduate
diploma in industrial engineer-
ing on the basis of  GATE
score. This score is valid for
two years and will definitely
give you a huge edge over oth-
ers in all

your interviews and
career planning.

It consists of  a single test of
three-hour duration that con-

tains 65 questions (out of
which, 30 questions carry one
mark each and 35 questions
are of  two marks each) carry-
ing a maximum of 100 marks.
The questions consist of  both
multiple choice questions
(MCQs) and numerical answer
type questions. Apart from the
core subject of  the discipline,
all the papers contain few ques-
tions of  general aptitude (lan-
guage and analytical skills).
From 2014 onwards, the exam-
ination for all the

papers is car-
ried out in an online Computer
Based Test (CBT) mode where
the candidates are shown the
questions in a random se-

quence on a computer screen.
The candidates are required to
either select the answer (for
multiple-choice question type)
or enter the answer for numer-
ical answer type question using
a mouse on a virtual keyboard
(keyboard of  the computer is
disabled). In 2014, a new paper
of  "ecology and evolution" is
introduced. Application fee is
increased from   1,200 to
1,500 for general category,
OBC male/other candidates,

and   750 for all
female candi-
dates and SC,
ST male/other
cand ida te s.
Examinations
will be held
d u r i n g
forenoon and
a f t e r n o o n
sessions on
a l t e r n a t e
w e e k e n d s
( S a t u r d ay
and Sun-
day) be-
t w e e n
February 1
and March
2. Exami-
nation for
some of
the papers

in GATE 2014 will be held in
multiple sessions. Refer link
http://gate.iitkgp.ac.in/gate20
14/home.php for further infor-
mation on GATE 2014. 
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ARIES (March 21
-April 19)

Spend your day with a
loved one. It is in-
evitable that you will
have a conversation
about a touchy matter.
You tend to express
optimism, and others
could find that attitude
to be contagious. Dis-
cussions revolve
around a
public
commit-
ment.

Across
1 Brownish grey colour (5)
6 Spongy ground (5)
9 West Indian island (7)
10 Unit of magnetic field strength (5)
11 The top edge of a steep slope (5)
12 Talk foolishly (5)
13 High-spirited and romping girls ?
(7)
15 A mass of condensed water (3)
17 Faulkner's "As _ _ Dying" (1,3)
18 Armpit (6)
19 Distrust (5)
20 That man from Afghanistan ? (6)
22 Eleven in Paris (4)
24 Singer Sumac (3)
25 Stinkard (7)
26 Cricket trophy (5)
27 Feel about in the dark; search
blindly (5)
28 Small liquid measure (5)
29 South American Republic (7)
30 More depressed (5)
31 Amitabh's leading lady in many a
movie (5)

Down
2 A type of explosive - "To a lam"
anagram ? (6)
3 Disregard or omit or overlook ?
(4,2)
4 Abstract being - "sen" anagram ?
(3)
5 One can't take their word as true
(5)
6 Underlying theme (7)
7 Article of commerce (4)
8 Member of Genghis Khan's clan
(6)
12 A tall structure marking an en-
trance or approach (5)

13 Liable to tip over (5)
14 Devilfish (5)
15 Left or right side of body of troops
(5)
16 One watching in surprise with his
mouth open (5)
18 Borders on (5)
19 Male ballet dancer (7)
21 Not religious; sinful or wrong (6)
22 Promptly (6)
23 Acme, apex or pinnacle (6)
25 "Mess I" change for the two
matches prior to finals ? (5)
26 Cathedral nook (4)
28 Impair perfection of ? (3)

SPIDERMAN
CROSSWORD

SOLUTION TO DEC 27

MARVIN

YOUR DAY TODAY
TAURUS (April 20
-May 20)

Defer to someone
else, and allow him or
her to get past any
negativity or fear.
Your positive attitude
goes far to loosen up
a key person in your
life. Remember, you
can't make this
person lighten up, but
you can
point the
way.

GEMINI (May 21
-June 20)

It is time to get
through a project.
Make a point not to
be too upset about
what you might be
missing in the
meantime. You could
feel tense, until you
see the way through
this stage of the
project. You might
decide to
take a nap
instead.

CANCER (June 21
-July 22)

Take time to play and
enjoy yourself with a
child or loved one. You
might be determined
to carry the fun spirit
of Christmas through
the weekend. A new
friend might have
difficulty expressing
his or her feelings.

LEO (July 23
-Aug. 22)

Staying close to home
will suit you perfectly.
You might want to
handle a personal mat-
ter or have an impor-
tant one-on-one talk
with a friend. Be posi-
tive about what you
want to do. Discuss a
domestic change,
which
could in-
volve mov-
ing
furniture.

VIRGO (Aug. 23
-Sept. 22)

Consider getting
something off your
chest in order to get
past a problem. The
other party will listen,
but only to a certain
point. Try to be open;
otherwise, the listener
could completely
close down. Make fun
plans with a
child or
loved one in
the late
afternoon.

LIBRA (Sept. 23
-Oct. 22)

Be sensitive to a
family member and
his or her needs.
Don't risk having to
deal with this
person's defiance.
You will want to rein
in your spending and
start budgeting again.
Bills will start coming
in soon. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23
-Nov. 21)

You will want to make
an effort to express
yourself more fully.
You might be tense
most of the time,
which holds you back.
You need to choose a
relaxing pastime to
share with a friend or
loved one that will
open you up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22
-Dec. 21)

Take off and go do
what you want. You
can head out alone or
invite a like-minded
person to join you.
The sense of relax-
ation you experience
as a result of this ven-
ture will help you re-
turn to your normal
life feeling refreshed.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22
-Jan. 19)

Calls come in and
invitations will be
extended. You might
want to get out and
forget the holidays by
joining your
contemporaries. Opt
to do what you enjoy
most, but remember
to put the company
you choose as a
higher
priority. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20
-Feb. 18)

Take charge, but also
listen to someone
who has been in a
similar position. Per-
haps you can dele-
gate part of what falls
on you to this person.
Still, realize that the
buck stops with you.
Choose someone who
you know will follow
through as
you would
like.

PISCES (Feb. 19
-March 20)

Understanding
evolves in a discus-
sion; you will be able
to walk in someone
else's shoes as a re-
sult. You could gain an
understanding be-
cause of your willing-
ness to be open. You
also might see how a
mix-up could have oc-
curred.

SOLUTION TO DEC 27SUDOKU

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR

QUIZ WIZ CONTEST WINNERS

Entries that are fully correct and reach us before
5 pm, Thursday, January 2, will be put up for lucky draw. First

three selected winners will be awarded cash prize of 
Rs 500, Rs 300, Rs 200 respectively. 

Send in the answers with your name, address and mobile
number without fail by post or hand delivered to: 

Quiz Contest, c/o The Hans India, Plot No 6, Anupuram
Colony A S Rao Nagar, ECIL Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh

500062. Ph: 040-49494545

Shehre Banu

(Shehrebanu Kagalwala 
BSc, MA, PGDPC,
Psychologist and Career
Counsellor, Counselling for
ADHD and Learning Disabili-
ties; E-mail queries to 
younghans@hmtv.in)

Your academic 
doubts cleared

Ask the 
Counsellor 

Tick the correct answers. Cut the quiz with answers and
contact sheet to the right and send it to us 

Cut here

Cut here

Name: ......................................

..........................................................

Class & School:
..........................................................

Address: ...............................................

...........................................................................

...............................................

Mobile no: ....................................

1. Who is the first 
and only Indian
woman to win a
singles medal at 
the World Badminton
Championships?
a) P V Sindhu
b) Saina Nehwal
c) Jwala Gutta

2.  Who wrote Oliver
Twist?

a) Pearl Buck
b) Charles Dickens
c) Leo Tolstoy

3. What is a group of
lions called?
a) Flock
b) Herd
c) Pride

4. What is the study
of plants called?

a) Botany
b) Zoology
c) Cetology

5.  In which city are
Microsoft's
headquarters
situated?
a) Seattle
b) Redmond
c) New York

Prize I: T Siddhartha, Class IX, Jain Heritage A

Cambridge School, Lingampally. Ph: 9490215911. 

Prize II:  G Shiva Tejaswini, Class IV, Tejaswi High

School, Hanamkonda. Ph: 9849663729. 

Prize III: A Karthik Gupta, Class X, NNT Public

School, Guntur. Ph: 8885556990. 

Answers to last week’s quiz : 1.  c) J K Rowling, 
2. a) Evolution, 3. b) Alaska, 4. b) Shivaji, 5. c) 21

GATE for lucrative
engineering jobs 

Supply chain manager
connects the organisation 
W hat is supply chain

management? What
is the role of  a supply chain
manager? 

-Preeti Arora, 
Penderghast Road

Supply chain manage-
ment (SCM) is a set of  ac-
tivities that take place to
get a product in your hands
– from the time of  raw ma-
terials extraction to the
minute you pull out your
credit card and take the
final product home. SCM
focuses on planning and
forecasting, purchasing,
product assembly, moving,
storing, and keeping track
of  a product as it flows to-
ward you and other con-
sumers. In short, these
managers are the ‘glue’
that connects the different
parts of  the organisation.
Their performance helps
organisations control ex-

penses, boost sales, and
maximise profits.

A supply chain manager
administers all aspects of
supply chain ensuring that
policies and practices are
implemented correctly. De-
velops innovative ways to
improve efficiency and per-
formance overall.

Supply chain manage-
ment professionals fulfill
roles that offer a multitude
of  employment opportuni-
ties, mainly divided into
planning and operations.

In office environments,
they carry out the inven-
tory control, forecasting
demand and handling cus-
tomer service issues. 

A supply chain manage-
ment makes it possible to
build and deliver products
better, faster, and cheaper.

They are also called
upon to diagnose and sup-

port the needs of  external
supply chain partners.
Here are just a few exam-
ples of  these cross-func-
tional roles:

Effective selection and
management of  suppliers
support lean manufactur-
ing processes.

Efficient transportation
& distribution practices
bolster marketing cam-
paigns.

Timely customer com-
munication and technol-
ogy-enabled visibility
allows companies to moni-
tor product flows and col-
laboratively respond to
potential delivery problems.

Often located in distri-
bution facilities, port ter-
minals and operations
centers, these jobs involve
day-to day management of
people and the flow of
products.

The Greenhouse Effect is the
rise in temperature that the

Earth experiences because certain
gases in the atmosphere trap en-

ergy from the sun. Without
these gases, heat would es-
cape back into space and

Earth’s average temperature
would be colder. These gases that
warm the earth are called green-
house gases. 

Supply chain management helps in smooth flow of work

GATE is an entrance test for
MTech courses

What is
Greenhouse
Effect? 


