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ARIES (March 21-
April 19) 
You will be too

fiery and direct for
most people. You'll
discover that an
older relative could
have quite a strong
reaction to this.
Even the family pet
could appear to be
out of sorts. Take a
step back for now.

Across
3 Amrita or Malaika of Bollywood (5)
8 - bearer: follower or successor ? (5)
10 ___ Flynn : ex-Hollywood star of
great renown ? (5)
11 ___-jongg (3)
12 Attractively stylish (5)
13 Extension of validity (7)
15 Palatable (5)
18 Strike or drive against with a
heavy impact (3)
19 Court sport ? (6)
21 Annoyed or pestered (7)
22 "Runa" changes into a local lad?
(4)
23 Sacred or pious (4)
24 Makeshift (4-3)
26 Capital of Nagaland (6)
29 Wool weight (3)
31 Man from Mecca (5)
32 Worn (7)
34 Homer's famous epic (5)
35 ___ Amin : ex-Ugandan despot ?
(3)
36 Famous author of Robinson Cru-

soe (5)
37 Native New Zealander (5)
38 Ovid's 1,554 (5)
Down
1 With a cupola (5)
2 River of Hades (7)
4 Means of travel (4)
5 Exposed flax or hemp to moisture ?
(6)
6 Indo-European, should we say ? (5)
7 Famous Italian song writer and
composer - "to sit" anagram ? (5)
9 Hurried or sped (3)
12 Ms. Shirodkar of Bollywood (7)
14 Diplomacy alternative (3)
16 Pry (5)

17 Belgian violinist (5)
19 Enticed (7)
20 ___ up : stops working, retires
from an activity or breaks down ? (5)
21 Chinese martial arts (5)
23 Roman emperor (7)
24 Grinned; bared one's teeth in hap-
piness (6)
25 Tourist destination on our West
Coast (3)
27 Like some old buckets (5)
28 Form of speech (5)
30 Inheritors (5)
32 Dry watercourse (4)
33 Artificial language (3)
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MARVIN

2 Who was the first human in space?
a) Yuri Gagarin b) Gordon Cooper c) Alexei Leonev

2 Louise Brown will always hold which famous first?
a) First women in space b) Surviving Siamese twin
c) First test tube baby

3 In computing terms, what is a 'CAD'?
a) Computer Adder Design b) Computer Aided Design
c) Computer Added Design

4 What are the most commonly used drill bits?
a) Twist b) Jobbers c) Thermosetting plastics

5 What does the first 'A' stand for in NASA?
a) Aeronautics b) Aerospace c) Aerodynamics

6 What planet boasts the 'Great Red Spot'?
a) Neptune b) Saturn c) Jupiter

7 Where was the world's worst nuclear accident?
a) Chernobyl b) Kursk c) Bhopal

8 What is the name given to a calm dry period of  weather in late 
autumn?
a) Irish summer b) Indian summer c) Italian summer

9 Brass is an alloy of...
a) Copper and zinc b) Copper and iron c) Copper and carbon

10 What is a muon?
a) An unstable subatomic particle b) Something found in sunlight
c) Measure of  sound velocity

1 Yuri Gagarin 2 First test tube baby
3 Computer Aided Design 4 Twist
5 Aeronautics 6 Jupiter
7 Chernobyl 8 Indian summer
9 Copper and zinc 10An unstable subatomic particle

Labile
Pronunciation \LAY-byle\
DEFINITION 
Adjective
a: readily or frequently changing: as b :

readily or continually undergoing chem-
ical, physical, or biological change or
breakdown c : characterized by wide
fluctuations (as in blood pressure) d :
emotionally unstable

EXAMPLES

The researcher spent years studying chem-
ically labile compounds in the hopes that
they could be adapted into new medica-
tions. 

"Pat takes this to heart. He develops 'game
plans' for how he will handle conflicts and
setbacks. And he applies them to his bur-

geoning relationship with an emotionally
labile young woman who recruits him to
train for a dance competition with her." —
From a movie review by Christen Giblin
in the Sentinel-Tribune (Ohio), April 25,
2013.

GEEK STOP

YOUR DAY TODAY
TAURUS (April 20-
May 20)
Know that a lot is
going on behind the
scenes. You have a
good hunch about
what is happening,
and you know the
best way to pro-
ceed. Keep your
opinions to yourself,
but remain sensitive
when someone is
ready to
talk. 

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20)
Honor your priori-
ties, and plan your
day accordingly.
Groups and friends
will play an impor-
tant role in what
happens. An older
relative could be dif-
ficult. Though you
feel accommodat-
ing, others will not;
they
could be
control-
ling.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22)
You don't hesitate to
step up to the plate.
Many people -- too
many -- will count
on you to take the
reins. For your own
well-being, it might
be necessary to say
"no" more often.
You deserve some
time off, as does
everyone.

LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22)
If you feel like tak-
ing off for a day
drive, do. Others
also might want to
join you for the trip.
Be adventuresome,
but make sure that
the other parties are
on the same page;
otherwise, you
could be over-
whelmed. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22)
Deal with each per-
son in your life di-
rectly and with care.
Feelings will arise
that could make you
uncomfortable.
Though someone
often opens up,
nothing seems to
change for you;
however,
this time
might be
different.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 22) 
You might want to
go along with oth-
ers, especially if you
don't want to deal
with too much up-
roar. It will be a
good way of getting
to know someone
better. You are easy-
going for the most
part, and you could
enjoy this
change of
pace. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-
Nov. 21)
You could be over-
tired. Don't let your
fatigue seep into your
weekend plans. Try to
incorporate a nap into
your schedule. You
must make time for
yourself in order to
enjoy the weekend.
Even if you have a se-
rious moment, know
that it soon
will pass.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21)
Note how you limit
yourself. Understand
how and why you
prevent yourself
from meeting your
potential. Be careful
with a financial dis-
cussion. Conversa-
tions could be
challenging, but
don't be uptight.
Enjoy every moment
of the
weekend.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22- Jan. 19)
Express your con-
cerns to a family
member, as you
could be rather tired
and withdrawn.
Make today about
you, and you'll like
the results. You
need some time off
from all of your con-
cerns. Lighten up
and be
silly with
a room-
mate.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18)
You are likely to say
exactly what you
think and feel. Oth-
ers could be equally
as open.
Be as receptive as
possible, even with
a difficult person.
Don’t slam the door
on him or her, even
if you
want to.

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20)
You might over-
spend. You also
could be preparing
for a major pur-
chase. Do some
price comparison;
time is your ally. You
might have difficulty
getting a call
through to someone
at a dis-
tance.
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Why do we burp?

When we eat or drink,
we also tend to

swallow air. When the
food gets digested, this air
gets pushed out back
through esophagus and
stomach. This release of
gas often comes with a
not- so- cool sound called
burp. So, in essence burp-
ing is a very important
function of  body
wherein it tries to expel
the unwanted air
from the body. Burp-
ing is also known as belch-
ing, ructus
or eructa-
tion.

People
tend to
b u r p
m o r e
w h e n
they eat or
drink gas rich
foods like  soda. Burping
does not cause any pain or
problem in adults but for
children it can get nasty
since they cannot burp on
their own. Some people
tend to burp more than
others because either they
eat their food too fast or
they are on some medica-
tion which causes more
gas as a side effect or
because their body
has the tendency to
produce more gas than
others. 

Sometimes, excessive

burping can also be a sign
of  some health trouble
like stomach ulcer or gall-
bladder problem.

IGNOU started a new course
called organic farming. Can

you tell me about its scope?-
Sameena, Mehdipatnam

Organic farming is a so-
cially and environ-
mentally conscious

approach to farming wherein
artificial pesticides and fertilis-
ers are avoided, polyculture
(multiple crops in the same
space) is practiced, methods to
improve soil fertility, including
crop rotation, cover cropping,
reduced tillage, and applica-
tion of  compost is used. This
conserves the health of  soils,
ecosystems and people. To
combat the domination of
chemical farming, there is a
great need for qualified spe-
cialists in organic farming.
There is a lot of  demand for
organic produce in the na-
tional and international mar-
kets. According to Bloomberg

Business Week, organic and
sustainable agriculture college
programs are becoming much
more common. 

To pursue a career in or-
ganic agricultural production,
students must possess a basic
knowledge in agriculture. The
Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) in col-
laboration with the Agricul-
tural and Processed Food
Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA) of  the
Ministry of  Commerce and
Industry, has developed a six-
month duration course on cer-
tificate in Organic Farming.
Eligibility for this course is
10+2, fees are Rs 3,600 and is
imparted in IGNOU’s Open
and Distance Learning mode.
Refer link: ignouhyd.ap.nic.in
for further information. Study
centres are established in State
Agricultural Universities, Kr-
ishi Vigyan Kendra, NGOs,

ICAR institutions, etc. and
Says Jairam Ramesh, Minister
of  State for Commerce that
after taking this course, suc-
cessful candidates can find em-
ployment avenues as Organic
Farming Professional, Entre-

preneurs, Quality Certifiers,
Marketing and export trade fa-
cilitators.   A number of insti-
tutions have graduate and
postgraduate courses in or-
ganic agriculture such as a
masters programme in organic

food production and certifica-
tion at Amity University,
Noida. The agronomy divi-
sion of  Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI),
New Delhi, has started a post-
graduate course in 'Package

and practices for organic farm-
ing' while the National Centre
for Organic Farming, Ghazi-
abad, offers need based train-
ing programmes for interested
entrepreneurs.

All the best!

Shehre Banu

(The counsellor is a 
Psychology  graduate from 
Osmania University, PG from
Chhattisgarh; E-mail queries
to 
younghans@hmtv.in)

Your academic 
doubts cleared

Knowledge in agriculture
crucial for organic farming

Iam in search of  a job, but
am apprehensive about my

language proficiency.  I stud-
ied in a Telugu medium
school, but English medium
college, which is why I am not
as proficient in English as
others in my city.  Will that
have a negative impact on
grabbing a good job?

English language today
has gained the importance
as the dominant interna-
tional language, mainly be-
cause the entire world has
shrunken into a global vil-
lage. It is referred to as the
Lingua Franca (default lan-
guage of  international busi-
ness and diplomacy) of  the
modern era and the ability

to speak, write and under-
stand the language has be-
come mandatory in certain
fields, profession and occu-
pation, especially the corpo-
rate world. 

When it comes to fast
progress in your career it is
not based only on your skills
and talents but also on your
soft skills and mainly your
communication skills, both
verbal and non verbal.
Maybe you have good do-
main knowledge but if  you
don’t have mastery over
English language then
cracking interviews be-
comes very difficult.  Most
of  the companies would
want candidates who can
basically read and under-

stand written words in the
form of  instructions, re-
ports, letters, memos, no-
tices and other any form of
official documents. The
workforce being multi lin-
gual and multi cultured, the
mastery over this language
becomes necessary for suc-
cessful team work and inter-
action with the team mates,
and also for sharing of
ideas, thoughts and views. 

Moreover, proficiency in
skills like presentation skills,
convincing and negotiation
skills, trainings, confer-
ences, letter writing, prepar-
ing documents and reports,
etc all compulsorily need a
proficiency in English lan-
guage. Furthermore, it is im-

portant that you brush up
your language skills, or else
you will lock yourself  from
a big source of  information
and the latest developments
in knowledge, as it is said
that 85 per cent of  the
world’s knowledge is in
English and 98 per cent of
scientific papers are written
in English (Source: Stephen
Doss’ article). 

Therefore, I suggest that
you immediately join a
good and renowned spoken
English class or any avail-
able training programs in
English Language or join a
good finishing school for a
holistic development before
you enter the corporate
world.                 All the best!

Good English helps grab a good job

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment's ambitious free

laptop scheme to class XII
passout students has bagged
the Certificate of  Excellence
Award in the category of
Best Government Initiative
in Education at a conclave

held in Hyderabad. 
A state government
spokesperson said the award
came Uttar Pradesh's way at
the e-India Governance
Summit 2013 organised at
Hyderabad between July 23-
24.

UP bags award for
free laptop scheme

WHEN
YOUR

PARENTS
CALL

YOU BY
YOUR FULL

NAME

Ask the 
Counsellor 


