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The legend says that Kumbh is as old as
civilisation. All devtas were under the in-

fluence of a curse that made them weak and
cowardly, Brahma, (the creator God) advised
them to churn the ocean for Amrit (Nectar),
intake of which will make them immortal, de-
vtas sought the help of  demons for the pur-
pose. Gods and demons made a temporary
agreement to work together in obtaining amrit
(the nectar of  immortality) from the Milky
Ocean, and to share this equally.

The Mandara Mountain was used as a
churning rod, and Vasuki, the king of  ser-
pents, became the rope for churning. With the
demigods at Vasuki's tail and the demons at
his head, they churned the ocean for 1,000
years. Eventually, Dhanwantari, the divine

healer, appeared with the "Kumbh" contain-
ing nectar in his palms, when the Kumbh (pot)
containing the amrit appeared, the demons
ran away with the pot and were chased by the
gods. A battle ensured for twelve days and
twelve nights (equivalent to twelve human
years) the gods and demons fought in the sky
for the possession of this pot of amrit. It is said
that during the battle, drops of amrit fell on to
four places : Prayag, Haridwar, Ujjain and
Nasik. Kumbh mela is observed at these four
locations where the nectar fell. Ardha Kumbh
Mela is held at Haridwar and Prayag (Alla-
habad), every six years, purna Kumbh Mela is
held at prayag once in 12 years and Maha
Kumbh Mela is held at Prayag once in 144
years.
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Do you find your career at a
standstill? Are you getting
bored at work? Well, the best

solution could be going back to col-
lege! But then balancing a full time
job with the demands of  a post grad-
uate course definitely involves trials
and tribulations and sacrifices in re-
lation to one’s life style. The demands
of  work commitments, personal life
and academic studies would be chal-
lenging? So is it achievable? Yes, even
though the ultimate reward might
look difficult and out of  reach, the
end result of  gaining a degree and
also being able to keep your job and
get a pay cheque proves magnificent.
However, often the most difficult
thing about combining work and
study is taking the decision to do it in
the first place, because when the pay
cheque starts rolling in, then thinking
of  a career growth is not easy. Finan-
cial comfort always leads to living for
the now which if  we think wisely is
always in the short run and therefore
a full time employment should not
prevent you from taking a
PG/PHD/any degree as there al-
ways comes a point wherein career
development thoughts will start
sneaking into the minds.

This has its own pros and cons and
therefore how should one go about
sorting things out. Says Abhishek,
pursuing Msc maths in an evening
college and also working full time for
an MNC, “One has to be clear of  the
purpose of  studying and for me it
was to achieve a more challenging ca-
reer and a self-fulfillment.” As quoted
by Kenner Hilderbrand, “Strong lives
are motivated by dynamic purposes.”

Therefore, when the purpose is clear,
the goal is set, it adds up to overcom-
ing hurdles and boosting ones moti-
vation. Says Madhvi, aged 28years
and pursuing MA journalism (Dis-
tance Learning) and working full
time for a media org. “My goal was
to enhance my career and I thought
that if  I don’t do it now, I will never
do it. So I chose to study via distance
learning as you can work at your own
pace without being tied in to specific
time scales. Studying doesn’t have to
take over your life: just a few hours
each week can make all the differ-
ence.” But then when studying via
distance learning, what about the

lack of  social environment found in
the traditional educational establish-
ments? This could lead to lack of  mo-
tivation. Well, one can make the
most of  technology to cyber meet, to
make friends and develop relation-
ships via internet. Moreover techno-
logical transformation of  the campus
life, with the availability of  online
notes/books, facilities of  Xerox ma-
chines,  etc the students today have
achieved an amazing flexibility and a
level of  access which is a boon for
people who juggle studies with a
job/family.  “It is possible to hold  a
job and study for a degree” says
Bharati, computer science professor
in Loyala College, who has been suc-
cessfully balancing work and study
for the past many years. She com-
pleted her MTech in a evening college
while simultaneously working as a
lecturer in St Josephs Degree College,
King Koti. This was when she was
unmarried, but now married and
with two kids and also full time
teaching in Loyola college she is pur-
suing her PhD. All this is made pos-
sible she says, “Only with the two
main strengths, “Time Management
and Determination” and of  course

lot of  hard work and a purpose for a
career enhancement.” “You’ve got to
get up every morning with determi-
nation if  you’re going to go to bed
with satisfaction.” George Lorimer
Time management skills are a great
asset to keep life running smoothly.
Says Tasneem, working in a leading
MNC and pursuing her MBA corre-
spondence from Symbiosis, “I make
it a game, i.e. for completing tasks on
time or for time spent concentrating
on my least favorite subject, I give
myself  points and later reward
myself  accordingly.” She adds, “I use
a time table that fits in study, work
and leisure activities and of  course
the whole system sometimes col-
lapses, but it’s always better to have
some system rather than none at all.” 

Reasons for going back to higher
education, or taking the plunge for
the first time, are varied. For exam-
ple, journalism is rapidly changing
and evolving and therefore a further
study in this field would not only
compliment your existing work but
also provide a second string, should
you need one. Similarly degree in
psychology is just a first step, for
qualifying as a psychologist is a long
term goal. So if  you have the desire
to upgrade your educational skills
while still continuing with your job,
do not ever hesitate, don’t wait, jump
in and do it, for probably it might
lead forward to a day when you could
be proud of  your achievement and
would just say, “It’s the best thing I
ever did!” 

“Don’t let go of  your dreams. If
you have determination and belief  in
your dreams, you will succeed in
spite of  your desire to let go.” Cather-
ine Pulsiferthus 

What is Kumbh Mela?

Across
1 An implement used for

climbing (6)
5 Recede, as the tide (3)
8 Pertaining to the Isle

of Man (4)
9 A fearsome monster

(4)
10 Number required to

hold valid committee
meeting (6)

11 Given to the use of
sarcasm (9)

13 Image or figure vener-
ated as sacred (4)

15 Spot (3)
16 Sr. Mr Manjrekar of In-

dian cricket (5)
17 Tingling - desirous (5)
20 Word to call attention

to a quoted mistake
(3)

22 Renegade (3)
23 Fortunate (5)
24 A group of singers (5)
26 To ___ is human, to 

forgive divine ? (3)
27 Factory (4)
28 Catalyst (9)
31 Young and beautiful

maidens ? (6)
32 Bring to a stop (4)
33 One of TV's Huxtables

(4)
34 Exclamation of sur-

prise (3)
35 Ready, ___ , go : words

from the starter of a
race ? (6)

Down
1 Mercury is the only

metal which is a
_____ ? (6)

2 2011 Wimbledon
Champion (8)

3 Birds in herds (4)
4 Ninth month of the

Muslim year (7)
5 Precise (5)
6 Swamps or morasses

(4)
7 Cargo or goods trans-

ported by ship or
plane (7)

12 Dale's man (3)
14 The old one is devilish

(4)
18 Shave or shear (4)
19 First Indian C-in-C of

the Indian army (8)
20 Outer coat (7)
21 Seats for the kings -

symbolic or otherwise
? (7)

24 Pre-LCD TV technology
(3)

25 Shiny; type of maga-
zine (6)

26 Anywhere on ___ : ex-
isting some place ? (5)

29 Ninth letter of Greek 
alphabet (4)

30 An Indian peasant dur-
ing the British rule (4)

BEETLE BAILEY

QUIZ WIZ

WORDY WORLD

1 crime 2 thirty-two 3 print-makers 4 a plum 5 Japanese
6 Mr. Hyde 7 Nepal 8 timpani 9  32. Working downwards, square the
numbers 0, 1, 2, 3 and 4 and multiply by 2. 10 Middle C 

1 According to the proverb, what doesn't pay?
a) Crime b) Free admission c) Crying

2 How many men are in a chess set?
a) Twenty b) Thirty c) Thirty-two

3 Who were Currier & Ives?
a) Dancers b) Print-makers c) Explorers

4 In the nursery rhyme, what was Jack Horner's Prize?
a) A marble b) A plum c) A gold coin

5 Sayonara is good-bye in what language?
a) Chinese b) Korean c) Japanese

6 Who was Dr. Jekyll's other personality?
a) Dr. Fell b) Mr. Hyde c) Bluebeard

7 Kathmandu is the capital of  what country?
a) Tibet  b) Bhutan c) Nepal

8 What is another name for 
kettle-drums?
a) Cymbals b) Bass drums c) timpani

9 Which number continues this 
sequence?

10 Solve this rebus: 

Inchmeal
Pronunciation\INCH-meel\

DEFINITION
adverb : little-by-little, 
gradually

EXAMPLES
The fog that had been con-

centrated over the valley dissi-
pated inchmeal, revealing a
quiet busyness in the small vil-
lage below. 

"I glanced at my Luminox
wristwatch. The glowing dial
showed 6:10.... Light came
inchmeal, like torture. An-
other flock [of ducks] blew like
rocket chaff  across the gray-
black sky. I sneaked another
peek. 6:20." — From an article
by Joe Doggett in The Hous-
ton Chronicle, December 19,
2012.

Answers to Quiz

CROSSWORD
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Avoid getting
into a situation where control is the major
issue. Once that behavior is eliminated or
toned down, you will be able to see the
feelings behind the manipulation. A part-
ner could be uptight about a money mat-
ter. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Pull back and
do some thinking before acting on an
evolving situation with a difficult loved
one. You might want to stop making judg-
ments. When you walk in this person's
shoes, you will gain a very different per-
spective.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A meeting energizes you to become
more proactive about a long-term goal or desire. It is you who
will need to make this happen. Work or a matter you deal with
on a daily basis might be bringing you down. Consider accept-
ing an invitation. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Step forward, and be willing to take
a stand with someone who makes many demands. This per-
son is not a good fit with your personality. A partner might be
unusually controlling. You might need to subtly root out the
issue. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Keep reaching out to experts or people
you respect for advice. When you hit a roadblock, you might
want a different take on how to bypass it. A matter involving
real estate or your personal life could mark a decision.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Relate to an associate directly. You'll
hear what this person is saying, but you might wonder if there
is a hidden agenda behind his or her words. Do not be over se-
rious in a conversation, yet be sure to express your bottom
line.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Defer to a strong-willed associate or
friend. Apparently, this person has a strong vision for what
needs to happen. Having your trust makes him or her feel
good. Whether this fact is true is another question! Your
choices often are made from a realistic perspective. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Pace yourself, as you could have a
lot to do. You might hit a wall in a discussion, or perhaps
someone seems to be pulling away. His or her perception of
you might be the same. Be more open, and make time in the
near future for a long-overdue talk. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Stay focused regarding an impor-
tant conversation. A disagreement could emerge over a financial
issue with a partner or loved one. Look at what exists below that
surface. What is he or she really asking for? Tap into your imag-
ination for answers. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You have a lot going on around
your home and personal life. You could have a very strong re-
action to a discussion. You'll become quite controlling, if you
are not careful. In that mindset, you will hit a stalemate. Is
that what you want? 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Do not stand on ceremony. Every-
one will be happier once there is resolution, and the answer
is in your hands. You need to get past a personal issue. The
issue arose long before a key person became involved in the
present scenario. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Be aware of the costs of a problem
that evolves. One path might be hard on your ego. A different
path involves spending more money than you would like to.
Deal with your strong feelings first, and you'll come up with
positive responses. 

SOLUTIONS 
TO JAN 16

SUDOKU

J. Bigar

Popeye the Sailor is a cartoon fic-
tional character created by

Elzie Crisler Segar, who has ap-
peared in comic strips and ani-
mated cartoons in the cinema as
well as on television. He first ap-
peared in the daily King Features
comic strip Thimble Theatre on
January 17, 1929. Popeye also be-
came the strip's title in later years.

Although Segar's Thimble The-
atre strip was in its tenth year
when Popeye made his debut in
1929, the sailor quickly became the main focus of  the
strip and Thimble Theatre became one of  King Features'
most popular properties during the 1930s. Thimble The-
atre was continued after Segar's death in 1938 by several
writers and artists, most notably Segar's assistant Bud
Sagendorf. The strip, now titled Popeye, continues to ap-
pear in first-run installments in its Sunday edition, written
and drawn by Hy Eisman. 

When Popeye made its debut

TODAY IS... HOROSCOPE

SOLUTION 
TO JAN 16

CURTIS

Popeye 

GEEK STOP

The most difficult
thing about working
and studying at the
same time is when

the pay cheque
starts rolling in,
thinking about 

career growth is 
not easy

Manage time to juggle
job with study 

Wild connection

Wild Connection is play-
ing today at 8:00 pm

on animal planet channel.
The series uncovers astonish-
ing similarities and sharp dif-
ferences between two of
earth’s richest meeting points

between continents.

Lonely planet

Lonely planet-Australia is
playing today at 10:00

pm on Fox Traveller Chan-
nel. This shows explores
countries in the company of
charismatic Lonely planet au-

thors who are determined to
blaze a new trail, experience
new things and encounter
new people. In this episode
Kerry Lorimer travels across
Kimberly in Australia. She
takes the toughest bush and
hunts for her supper in a
swamp. Tu
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K Sai Teja, Class VI, Swathi Vidya Niketan, Hyderabad

AS SOON AS I SIT DOWN
IN A CLASSROOM


