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Format

l Send entries (sketches, crayons, colour pen-
cils, water colours on canvas or plain white
paper.

l Each entry should have name of  the student,
class, section, school, location, passport size
photographs. All photographs of  the stu-
dents should have the details written on it.

Format

l Send entries typed or handwrit-
ten with (500 words or two
pages) with name of  the stu-
dent, class, section, school, loca-
tion, passport size photographs.
All photographs should have the
details written on it.

Essay Writing And Painting
Competition
Greetings from Young Hans – the vibrant, new facet

of  The Hans India, a Hyderabad-based newspaper
known for its credibility and integrity in dissemination
of  news. YOUNG HANS is inviting schools to partici-
pate in ‘YOUNG HANS FREEDOM CELEBRA-
TIONS’ – an essay writing competition and drawing
competition with exciting prizes, a run up to Independ-
ence Day celebrations. 

YOUNG HANS 
Freedom Celebrations

l Five prizes each for
essay writing and 
drawing competitions. 

l Prize winning entries
will be published in
Young Hans.

l Exciting prizes 
for winners

Painting 
Competition

Topic – India of
my dreams

PRIZES
English Essay

Writing: 
Topic – How I want

my school to be

The school principal/management should send us the best shortlisted entries to Young
Hans not later than August 14, 2012, 6 pm. You can email the entries to younghans@the-
hansindia.in with the subject line as ‘Young Hans Freedom Celebrations’. Paintings can be
scanned and emailed to us. Ph: 040-49494545.  It can be couriered or handed over per-
sonally at our AS Rao Nagar Office or Srinagar Colony office.

Eligibility: Students of Class VIII, IX and X 

YOUNG  HANS 
Freedom Celebrations
c/o The Hans India, 
HMTV Building, Plot no 6, 
Anupuram Colony, 
Dr A S Rao Nagar, 
Hyderabad 500 062. 
Ph: 040-49494545 

YOUNG  HANS 
Freedom Celebrations
c/o The Hans India, HMTV Building, 
Hno 8-2-268/1/A/2/8, Plot no 3, Aurora
Colony, Road no 3,  
Near Satyasai Nigamagamam, 
Srinagar Colony, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad

Or

Ican talk English, I can
walk English, I can laugh
English because English

is a very funny language”
concludes Arjun Singh
(Amitabh Bachchan) in that
hilarious scene from Prakash
Mehra’s 1982 Hindi film
Namak Halal. Just to see
how ‘funny’ English is, read
the following poem written
by an unknown writer:

We speak of  a box, and the
plural is boxes, 

But the plural of  ox should be
oxen, not oxes.

You may find a lone mouse, or
a whole nest of  mice,

But the plural of  house is
houses, not hice. 

If  the plural of  man is always
called men, 

Why shouldn’t the plural of
pan be called pen?

When I speak of  a foot, and
you show me two feet,

And I give you a boot, would a
pair be called beet?

We speak of  a brother, and
also of  brethren,

But though we say mother, we
NEVER say methren! 

The poem highlights the
funniness of  plurals in Eng-
lish. Indeed it is amazing
(and confusing) that there are
more than a dozen ways to

change singular nouns in
English into plurals. How-
ever, we can arrange most
English plurals into three
groups on the basis of  the
end sound of  the singular
form. 

Where a singular noun
ends in a ‘hissing sound’ (-s -
z -x -ch -sh), the plural is
formed by adding –es (bus—
buses, box—boxes, match--
matches), or only -s if  the
singular already ends in –e
(rose—roses, place—places).  

When the singular form
ends in a ‘voiceless conso-
nant’, the plural is formed by
adding an –s. (A ‘voiced’
consonant is made by using
the vocal cords, whereas
‘voiceless’ consonants are
produced without vibrating
the vocal cords at all.  They
originate somewhere in the
mouth or at the lips.  It is
easy to remember the voice-
less consonants since there
are only nine of  them—p, t,
k, s, sh, ch, h, f, th). Exam-
ples of  words ending with

voiceless consonant sound
and their plurals include:
cap—caps, bat—bats, sack—
sacks, roof—roofs, month--
months etc.    

Other than these two
groups of  words, most other
singular nouns in English—
ending in vowels or voiced
consonants, or words with-
out the hissing sound—can
be changed into plurals by
adding –s (day—days, girl—
girls, pair—pairs).  

However, English would
not have been the ‘funny’
language that it is, if  the rules
were so simple and so few.
There are several complica-
tions in the way plurals are
formed in English and we
will look at some of  them in
future columns. For now, just
remember that the only un-
complicated thing is that in
English the plural indicator is
always added to the end of
the singular noun. 

Email your feedback to
<hmh.englishmatters@

gmail.com>

1) Generally appreciative.
2) There is no irony in the writer’s tone. But as readers who may experience the opposite

behaviour almost every day (particularly in a city), we may see irony in the writer’s
statement.

3) May be because in the end the writer is slightly critical of  the Indian habit of  accepting
things as they are, s/he wants include her/himself  among the people she is criticizing. 

4) (There is no one answer to this question. Either ‘yes’ or ‘no’ will have to be
explained/justified). 

5) ‘hospitable’ = welcoming to guests or strangers
6) Most probably an Indian. See the use of  ‘our’ and ‘us’ in the last two lines.

Answers to last week’s questions:

Dr T Vijay Kumar
Osmania University

Write the correct plural form of the following words: 
1) ox 2) roof 3) potato 4) party 5) deer 
6) chief 7) photo 8) series 9) wife    10) brother-in-law 

ENGLISH MATTERS

Science takes a big leap
From discovery of antibody against flu to finding the cell that stimulates
creativity to inventing an earthworm-like robot, scientists have found 
answers to many problems. Below are five breakthroughs in the field of science 

Washington (PTI): In a break-
through, scientists claim to have

discovered a ‘super antibody’ against
flu, offering hope of  a universal jab to
treat the infection. Scientist at The
Scripps Research Institute and Crucell
Vaccine in the Netherlands identified
three human antibodies which protect
against the influenza B strain and one,
called CR9114, which also protects
against the more common and serious
influenza A virus. The jab could be
used in severe infections or to protect hospital staff  during an
outbreak. “To develop a truly universal flu vaccine or therapy,
one needs to be able to provide protection against influenza A
and influenza B viruses, and with this report we now have

broadly neutralizing antibodies against both,
“Structural biologist Professor Ian Wilson,
said. “It is the only one in the world that we
know of  that has been found to do this,”
Wilson said. 

Wilson and co researchers generated a
large collection if  flu antibodies from the im-
mune cells of  volunteers who had been given
a seasonal jab, the Scripps Research Institute
statement said. They then screened them to
find those that could bind to a wide variety
of  influenza B viruses. Three of  the antibod-

ies-know as CR8033, CR8071 and CR9114- protected mice
against normally lethal doses of  the two major strains. CR9114
also fought off  influenza A viruses, including the lethal H1N1
subtype. 

A ‘Super antibody’ jab to cure flu

Scientists claim to have dis-
covered a new type of

stem cells responsible for cre-
ative thinking and memories
in humans. Researchers at
The Scripps Research Insti-
tute identified a stem cell
population that may give
birth to neurons which play a
key role in abstract thought
and creativity. The finding
also paves the way for pro-
duction of  these neurons in
culture, a first step cells were

found in embryonic mice,
where they formed the upper
layers of  the brain’s cerebral
cortex. In humans, the same
brain allows abstract think-
ing, planning for the future
and solving problems. 

‘Creative’ stem cells found

Scientists have engineered a
robot that crawls like an

earthworm and can squeeze it-
self  through tight spaces and
navigate rough terrain. Re-
searchers from Massachusetts
Institute of  Technology, Har-
vard University and Seoul Na-

tional University have engi-
neered a highly resilient, soft
autonomous robot that moves
via peristalsis, crawling across
surfaces by contracting seg-

ments of its body. The robot is
names “Meshworm” for the
flexible, mesh like tube that
makes up its body. Researchers
created “artificial muscle”

from wire made of nickel and
titanium- a shape-memory
alloy that stretches and con-
trasts with heat. They wound
the wire around the tube, cre-
ating segments along its
length, much like the segments
of an earthworm.   

The phenome-
non of  plate

tectonics, previ-
ously thought to
exist only on Earth
also occurs beneath
the surface of  Mars,
a scientist has
claimed. A re-
searcher from the University
of  California- Los Angeles
found that the geological phe-
nomenon, which involves the
movement of  huge crustal

plates beneath a
planet’s surface,
also exists on the
red planet. “Mars
is at a primitive
stage of  plate tec-
tonics. It gives us a
glimpse of  how the
early Earth may

have looked and many help
us understand how plate tec-
tonics began on Earth, “said
An Yin, a UCLA professor
of  Earth and space sciences. 

Plate tectonics on Mars

Several genes whose deac-
tivation reverses damage

caused by cancer cells have
been discovered by scientists
who say they can be used as
potential targets for anti-can-
cer therapies. Researchers
from the University of
Wyoming in Laramie found
that inhibiting several genes
could reverse the damages
caused by loss of  “pRb” gene
which gets inactive in human
cancers. David S Fay, a re-
searcher from the Molecular
Biology Department at the
University and his colleague
used a strain of  nematode
worms that carried a muta-
tion in a gene similar to
“LIN-35”. This gene, “LIN-
35” in worms and “pRb” in
humans, is thought to control
at least several aspects of
tumor including cancer cell
growth and survival. The re-
searches systematically inac-
tivated other individual genes
in the genome of  the mutant
LIN-35.                         - PTI

Anti-cancer
genes found

Earthworm-like robot

XLRI, a premier private
business school in India,

will come out with a new cam-
pus in the National Capital
Region (NCR) by the end of
2014, an official said here Sat-
urday.

"The construction work for
the campus has already been
started. Total investment for
the new campus would be
about Rs.50 crore to Rs.60
crore," E. Abraham S.J., direc-
tor of  the Xavier Labour Rela-
tions Institute (XLRI) told
media persons here Saturday.

The new campus will have
120 seats. The renowned B-
school would also increase the
number of  seats in its

Jamshedpur campus to 360
from the existing 240 seats in
the next year.

XLRI is also launching a
global MBA programme, in
partnership with Weatherhead
School of  Management of
Case Western University
Cleveland, USA and School
of  Economics and Manage-
ment of  Tongji University
Shanghai, China, Abraham
S.J. said. 

The new full time two-year
residential global MBA pro-
gramme will commence from
June, 2013. XLRI Saturday
unveiled a new improvised
logo for its new brand identity.

-IANS 

XLRI to open its new campus by 2014-end

Rules to form ‘plurals’ 
I am 23 year old graduate who wants to
become an advocate. In this day of  special-
isation, will an LLB suffice? What is an
income of  an advocate?

- Amara Dwadasi, 
Vijayawada

Hi Amara, If  you enjoy thinking, writ-
ing, solving problems, negotiating com-
promises, patience, perseverance and
advocating on behalf  of  people or
causes, then law school will be a good
fit for you. If  you'd rather have someone
else tell you how to solve a problem or
how to think about a dilemma, then you
might find that law is not the profession
for you.

Regarding the pay scale, depends on
your post and experience. Here is a fair
idea of  what advocates usually are paid
(this again might defer from firm to
firm.
• Junior Lawyers: Candidates should

have work experience of  1-4 years;
The annual compensation package
would be Rs 2 to Rs 3 lakh per
annum.

• Associate Lawyers: Candidates
should possess work experience of
minimum 4-8 years in a reputed law
firm and expertise in independent
client handling and professional as-
signments. The annual compensation
package would be R. 3.5 – Rs 5 lakh
per annum. 

• Working Partners: You should be
senior professionals with a minimum
of 10-12 years of  experience in inde-
pendently handling Corporate, Inter-
national or IPR work in a reputed law
firm. The annual compensation pack-
age would be Rs 10.8 lakh to Rs. 13
lakh.
All candidates should be law gradu-

ates from a National University with a
minimum of  55 per cent marks and ex-
cellent academic record. Those with ad-
ditional qualifications such as CA/
CS/MBA/BE would be preferred. Of
course once you get properly estab-
lished, then your fee shall be charged
per appearance, i.e. Rs 25 - lakh to Rs 3
lakh, for a day it comes to 25 lakh. Ram
Jethmalani – 87 years, has charged Rs 5
lakh per appearance and Satish
Maneshinde – 50 years, has charged 10
lakh per appearance in one of  his cases. 

I am a 22 year old Bcom graduate from
OU. I am keen on doing animation and
want to earn an MBA. What are the good
courses in animation that can help me
make a career in this field. I am currently
into desktop publishing and I work for a
publishing house and design the magazine.
Please suggest me courses and colleges
where I can study this in one year.

- Shravani Reddy, 
Khammam

Hi Shravani, I am sure, only after ex-
ploring your deepest talents, interests
and career goals, you’ve decided to pur-
sue animation (as a professional
course) and simultaneously earn an
MBA. Animation is a field wherein you
need to be artistically absorbed and

keep looking for a way, to show your
creativity and also study new concepts.
These skills you already must be pos-
sessing as you are in the field of  desk-
top publishing.  Some of  the institutes
offering courses in animation in the
major cities of  AP are:

Vi-Zone Technosoft, Guntur;
Andhra Loyola College (Autonomous)
Vijayawada (offers certification courses
in multimedia); Accel Animation
Academy, vizag; Andhra University,
Vizag; Sunshine Animation, Visakhap-

atnam (hostel availability).  

Top institutes in Hyd/Sec
• DQ School of  Visual Arts

(DQSVA),Ameerpet. (An Emmy
Award winning animation company)

• Fractions and Frames – the Academy
of Animation,  Banjara hills.

• Race The Animation College.
• Image College of  Arts, Animation &

Technology (ICAT), Kothapet
Cross Roads, Saroor Nagar. 

• Opel Multimedia – Himayath-
nagar and Ameerpet

• Color chips Institute of  Enter-
tainment and Media Arts.

• SDA (School of  Digital Ani-
mation and VFX), SRNagar
cross roads.

• Arena Animation – Dil-
sukhnagar, SD Road.

• Big Animation Infotainment &
Media School (BIG AIMS).

Important note: Before joining an anima-
tion institute find its real credentials.

I am an Ex-Army officer and I
would like to know if  there are
reservations for children of  ex-
army men – in colleges or jobs?

Children of  ex-servicemen (espe-
cially those who have lost their lives or
have become disabled during war or
war-related activities) have a reserva-
tion quota in the medical and dental
college admissions.

According to a note from Directorate
General Resettlement, Department of
Ex-Servicemen (Ministry of  Defence),
the Government of  Andhra Pradesh
has reserved seats for admission of  the
children of  ex-Servicemen and serving
personnel in the various technical voca-
tional courses at various institutions.
There is a 2 per cent reservation in
Group II-B and IV posts. For self-em-
ployment schemes, the AP State Finan-
cial Corporation will provide financial
assistance. There is also an ad-hoc
grant of  Rs 2,000 towards self-employ-
ment in petty business. There is a 5 per
cent reservation in Fresh water Pond
Culture, Fresh water fish seek produc-
tion and Brakish water pond culture.
They can also claim for exemption
from examination fee for APPSC and
re-imbursement of  tuition and other
fees levied by Govt. approved col-
leges/educational institutions. Grants
of  book/equipment allowance and re-
imbursement of  60 per cent of  study
tour expenses. Admission to the chil-
dren of  Defence Personnel Killed in
Action / Disabled in Action in OP
VIJAY into the A.P. Residential
Schools, with fee (including boarding
and lodging) exemption. Details may
be obtained from Kendriya Sainik
Board, Hyderabad (040-27845649).

(The counsellor is a psychology  gradu-
ate from Osmania University, PG from

Chattisgarh and PG Diploma holder from
Institute of  Psychological counselling and 

Management Sciences. e-mail queries to
younghans@hmtv.in)

Shehre Banu

AP offers reservation for
children of exservicemen

Ram Jethmalani, India’s top lawyer

ASK THE COUNSELLOR

Animation, 
the hot 
career now


