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Essay Writing & Painting for students of KHAIRATABAD

Young Hans, along with HMTV, will conduct an innova-
tive programme called Aatmeeya Sadassu at

KHAIRATABAD on Saturday, December 15, 2012. As part
of the programme, we are inviting schools in the area to
take part in Essay Writing and Painting competitions.
Kindly short-list five names from your school for partici-
pation in both the competitions.
Terms & Conditions

• Students from Classes V, VI and VII are
eligible for painting. Students from
classes VIII, IX and X for English essay
writing.

• The competition starts at 10 am, on
The duration is for one hour. The topic
will be announced on the spot. 

• Students should bring their own sta-
tionery and colours sets  (crayons/pen-
cils/water colours of  their choice. Only

papers will be furnished by us.
• Students should carry their identity

cards issued by schools for the compe-
tition.

• By afternoon 4 pm, the results will be
intimated to the winners personally
and prizes will be distributed at 6 pm
the same day at the venue. Students can
come with their parents/teachers for
the prize distribution.

• Three prizes will be given for essay
writing and three for painting. 

YOUNG HANS – HMTV
C.O.M.P.E.T.I.T.I.O.N 

FOR DETAILS:
Please write to
younghans@hmtv.in 
to send in the list of students who 
will take part in the competitions or 
call us on 8096967700.

Veterinary medicine is a
key area in medical
sciences in the United

States.  Veterinarians are very
much in demand in the US.
About 70 per cent of  the
homes have either a pet ani-
mal or a pet bird and pet care
is no lesser than child care for
the Americans.   

It’s interesting to note that
despite a huge demand for
veterinarians in the country,
America has only 28 accred-
ited veterinary schools.  Most
of  the veterinary colleges are
linked with a common appli-
cation service called the Vet-
erinary Medical College
Application Service.  Under
this, a single application form
from an aspiring student will
be reviewed by all participat-
ing member colleges of  the
Service.  An excellent aca-
demic record, of  course, is the
first prerequisite.  Though sev-
eral schools accept GRE
scores, some schools insist on
the Medical College Admis-
sion Test (MCAT).    English
language proficiency test is
mandatory for all interna-
tional students whose mother
tongue was not English.  US
veterinary colleges also look
for students who have earlier
worked in agricultural farms
and/or gained experience in
treating animals.            

Veterinary colleges in the
United States offer facilities
for extensive study in animal
sciences including specialisa-
tions like small animal sur-
gery, environmental
toxicology and aquatic medi-
cine.  The PG residency train-
ing leading to the Board
certification in specialisations
like veterinary ophthalmol-
ogy or veterinary pathology
will take three years.  Associ-
ation of  American Veterinary
Medical colleges’ website
(www.aavmc.org) has more
details on US veterinary col-

lege admission procedures.  
International students as-

piring for veterinary medical
courses in the US should first
complete the prerequisite
courses in science or mathe-
matics.  The competition for
admissions in to the 28 ac-
credited veterinary colleges in
the United States will be more
than severe.  It’s often said
that a college seat for studying
general medicine in the US is
easier than getting a seat in a
veterinary college.  

Most of  the US veterinary
colleges run with funds pro-
vided by respective States in
the US and hence students of
those States, naturally, get
preference in admissions in
those State-sponsored institu-
tions. The next advantage will
go to the citizens and perma-
nent residents (Green Card
holders) of  America.  Interna-
tional students will share the
remaining seats, if  any.  And,
some veterinary colleges in
America, as a policy, will not
admit international students.

Admission procedures for in-
ternational students may be
seen from individual websites
of  each US veterinary college
as every college has its own
administrative guidelines.  A
four-year study will lead to
the Doctor of  Veterinary
Medicine (DVM or VMD)
degree in America.     

International students who
do not want to undergo the
ordeal of  severe competition
at the US veterinary colleges
may also opt for graduate
courses in animal sciences
that guarantee a good future
in fields like research, teach-
ing, government sector and
agri-industries.     

A DVM graduate has to get
license from the American
Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion (AVMA) to start his/her
practice in the US.  Those
who have not graduated from
an AVMA-approved school
should complete a 4-step
qualifying program from the
ECFVG (Educational Com-
mission for Foreign Veteri-

nary Graduates).  Again, they
have to clear the North Amer-
ican Veterinary Licensing Ex-
amination, popularly known
as NAVLE, also.   

In a world where comput-
ers and globalisation have be-
come synonyms for
development, we cannot
imagine progress and prosper-
ity in India without counting
on the bull that still ploughs
the paddy fields, the dairy
farms that give the perennial
stimulus for the Operation
Flood, and the sheep, the
poultries and the aqua culture
that provide the lifeline for
millions in rural India.  The
computers in the urban areas
will have to stay idle, eventu-
ally, if  these fields are ig-
nored.  

A widely unknown fact is
that animals have also been
playing a crucial role, round
the clock, in the Indian
Army’s most braving efforts
to protect the borders from
enemy intrusions.  In the dif-
ficult borders on the Hi-

malayan heights which is in-
accessible to planes or heli-
copters, animals are the most
dependable means of  trans-
portation for delivering regu-
lar supplies as well as
ammunition to soldiers on
the icy mountains. Veteri-
nary scientists at the Equine
Breeding centres at Babugarh
in UP and Hissar in Haryana
strive to develop better breeds
of  horses, donkeys and
mules capable of  carrying
heavier loads on hilly ter-
rains. It would be highly use-
ful for the Indian rural
economy as well as the
armed forces of  the country
if  more veterinarians are
trained in US veterinary
schools and come back to
India with the latest knowl-
edge in the field.  

In the next week’s column,
let us see how China has
taken the lead in encouraging
its students to learn the latest
from US veterinary colleges.  

DESTINATION ABROAD

Rao Maganti 
is a US-based author and
former Press and Media
Advisor in the US 
Consulate General, 
Chennai

Difficult but Valuable: Doing
Veterinary Medicine in America

SHEHRA BANU

You try to teach him
through books 
And maybe he will
give you a puzzled
look,
You try to teach him
with words 
And maybe it would
be often unheard; 

Maybe despairingly
you would cry…
how to teach this

child….what would we say
about such a child, “A tragedy
of misfortune?” or: A life de-
filed? These children are
named as, “special needs
child” and some of  the types
of disabilities they face are,
learning disabilities, speech or
language impairments, mental
retardation, emotional distur-
bance (behavioral, mental FAS
etc.), multiple disabilities, hear-
ing impairments, orthopedic
impairments, visual impair-
ments, autism (autism spec-
trum), combined deafness and
blindness, traumatic brain in-
jury, and other health impair-
ments. They aren’t sick or
gross, they only want what
everyone wants – to be ac-
cepted. Early identification of

a child with special needs is an
important part of a special ed-
ucations teacher’s job and also
an early intervention in educat-
ing children with disabilities is
necessary. The question is do
we have such qualified educa-
tors in our schools, especially
in the play schools and in the
nursery level? "We worry
about what a child will be to-
morrow, yet we forget that he
is someone today." ~Stacia
Tauscher.

In  2010, an affidavit filed by
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
which revealed that as many as
1,561 disabled students study

in over 1,000 branches of  the
central school and none of
them have access to special ed-
ucation teachers to cater to
their needs. Only after a divi-
sion bench of Justice APShah
and S Muralidhar of the Delhi
High Court intervened, did the
school pull up its socks and ini-
tiate the recruitment process
(source: D.N.I.S. News Net-
work, India). Thanks to a
strong directive from the Delhi
High Court, it was decided
that special education teachers
will be recruited in Kendriya
Vidyalayas to teach children
with disabilities. None is sure

if  the initiatives have finally
taken off even in KVs.

Learning disabilities diag-
nosed before the child is five
years old can be treated posi-
tively. A parent, who sent her
special kid to a renowned
school of  the city says, “My
child was constantly bullied in
the class as a dull and uninter-
ested child, just because he was
not up to the standard in his
reading writing and Maths
work”. He was diagnosed as
dyslexic, dysgraphia and
Dyscalculia, only when it was
too late, i.e. in his Class VI.
Such incidents bring to light

that periodic evaluation of the
training programmes and con-
stant updating to meet the
challenges of changing trends
in special education should be
part of the planning of teacher
preparation. 

“There is a huge shortage of
special educators and espe-
cially male special educators”,
says a parent of  an autistic
child. Further she adds, “An
autistic boy (especially of  age
above 14) can relate better with
a male educator”. 

Says, SK Mishra, deputy di-
rector and Ian Cardozo, chair-
man of  the Rehabilitation
Council of India ( RCI), , "Spe-
cial educators are underpaid
even though their job is
tougher than that of  teachers
in normal schools.," he said.
To promote education of chil-
dren with disabilities is it pos-
sible that all universities should
have a department of  special
education. Says Mishra,
"There is a positive develop-
ment, The National council for
teachers' education has pub-
lished a notification recognis-
ing B Ed and D Ed special
education openings in general
schools. The candidate must
undergo a six-month course in
elementary education, to be
paid like a regular primary
school teacher."

Need for special educators

JustBooks CLC, a community library
chain, opened its new branch at Jubliee

Hills, Hyderabad. The book store will cater
to the readers from toddlers to teens, dab-
blers to bookworms. The book store was in-
augurated by author, speaker, advisor,
innovation and marketing strategist and
founder of  Blood Orange Media - Dr Si-
mone Ahuja along and Priyankita, fran-
chisee owner.  

Commenting on the launch Dr Ahuja
said, “It's truly an innovative concept. I am
sure a library like this will help reach out to
a lot of  readers. Good reading habits helps
children develop and explore a whole new
world with each book. There is no age to cul-
tivate the habit of  reading. You can start at

any point in your life.” 
Priyankita also added, “We believe that

there is a book for everyone in our library
and every reader will be elated with their in-
dividual findings as they rediscover the joy
of  reading or are introduced to it for the first
time ever. I am confident that the sentiment
will resonate with all our members from this
city.”

At JustBooks, members can borrow and
return books from any library of  their choice
- in their city or across cities. In addition,
every member can access his or her account
online, recommend books and even pay his
or her membership fees. In addition, mem-
bers can borrow any number of  books dur-
ing their membership.

Community library launched in city
Students look on as Dr Simone Ahuja lights lamp at JustBooks CLC, Jubliee hills

DR HIPPU SALK KRISTLE NATHAN

December 10 is celebrated as Interna-
tional Human Rights Day. There are

quite a few fundamental rights due to indi-
viduals as human beings. As human beings
we have the right to live, love, and livelihood,
and lead a life which we have reason to
value. In India’s constitution all citizens are
conferred with different rights – right to free
speech and expression, right to education,
right to information etc. This list can go on
to include one day right to toilet. However,
here I would like to discuss one right, which
appears to be most fundamental; but vio-
lated every now and then. That is the right
to be addressed with dignity.

In all vernacular languages in India we
generally have three divisions in second per-
son address – ‘Tu’, ‘Tum’ and ‘Aap’. This
gradation has ideally, two sets of  logic. One
is the degree of  closeness. Many address
their father for example by ‘Tum’ or ‘Aap’,
but address their mother, who they consider
much closer than father as ‘tu’. In the same
logic friends are generally addressed as ‘Tu’,
whereas unknown persons are addressed as
‘Aap’. The second logic of  this gradation in
second person address is that of  age factor.
Older ones are called ‘Aap’, whereas
younger ones are called ‘Tu’, and ‘Tum’ is
prevalent among peer groups.

However, there is a third dominant reason
for this division of  address, which is rarely
discussed. That’s when an officer addresses
the peon. An owner addresses his servant or
when a construction engineer addresses a la-
borer. Many a time this second person ad-
dress is ‘Tu’. Whereas the reverse address,
viz.,   when the peon addresses an officer, the
servant addresses the owner, and the laborer
addresses the engineer, it’s invariably ‘Aap’.
This logic of  gradation of  second person ad-
dress is pegged to the positions and socio-
economic statuses of  the persons in
question. Caste and religious positions also
play a significant role. Generally, high caste
people, priests of  religious institutes are ad-

dressed with ‘Aap’, whereas low caste people
are addressed ‘Tu’. There is no question of
‘closeness’ or ‘age factor’ in these addresses.
It’s simply indignity attributed due to one’s
low social or economic ranks.

To get rid of  this indignity, and upheld the
right to ‘human dignity’, the second person
address can be made universal as ‘Aap’. ‘Tu’
and ‘Tum’ need to be abolished. This is in
line with ‘thou’ word in English language,
which used to express intimacy, familiarity
or disrespect, have disappeared and what has
remained is universal ‘You’.

In order to accomplish a universal ‘Aap’,

we need to edit the portions of  our textbooks
and literature in vernacular mediums which
promote this human indignity germinating
out of  divisions in second person address.
For instance in school mathematics text
books, in discussions regarding a money ex-
change between a rickshaw puller and pas-
senger, the former is addressed as ‘Tu’,
whereas the latter is addressed as ‘Aap’. In
literature and drama these divisions are
more severe, and more prevalent.

Once we promote universal ‘Aap’ in liter-
ature and textbooks children from very ten-
der age would be exposed to this equity
aspect in second person address. And hence
this habit of  addressing ‘Aap’ to all irrespec-
tive of  socio-economic status and positions
will prevail in their adulthood. ‘Tu’ and
‘tum’, like ‘thou’ in English will have their
natural death.

(The author is a Post Doctoral Associate at
National Institute of  Advanced Studies

(NIAS), Benguluru)

Address people ‘right’ly

Students of Gowtham Model school, West Marredpally, Hyderabad, perform during
their cultural fest which was held recently

NIANP requires
research 
associate 

National Institute of  Ani-
mal Nutrition & Physiol-

ogy (NIANP) will conduct
walk in interview for the post
of  Research Associate for the
project “Vulnerability of
Crop-Livestock farming sys-
tem to Climate Variability and
Global Economic change: A
perspective of  Karnataka
State.” Candidates with Mas-
ters Degree in Social Sciences,
Veterinary Sciences, Dairy
Sciences, Agricutlural, and
experience in field research
are eligible for the post. Inter-
ested candidates can walk-in
for interview on December

15, 2012 at 10.am at Admin-
istrative Block of  NIANP,
Adugodi, Bengaluru.

Workshop on
cloud computing

University College of  Engi-
neering will organise national
workshop on cloud comput-
ing and the aneka platform
on its premises. The work-
shop will be today from 10
am to 4 pm. Interested candi-
dates have to register by a
paying a fee of  Rs 500.  The
workshop will be held at Uni-
versity college of  Engineer-
ing, JNTU-H, Kukatpally.
Hyderabad. For more details,
contact Ravi Kumar, coordi-
nator 9490493155. 
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