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In the era of  Liberalisa-
tion when the desposable
income of  people is going

up, career opportunities in
mutual fund industry are
enormous. It is a golden op-
portunity for young com-
merce graduate to study
Mutual Fund Distributors
Certification course to make
a great career in this sector.
There is perhaps no other
course which can be com-
pleted in such a small span of
time (30 days!) at least cost.    

SEBI Notification on
NISM Series-V-A: Mutual
Fund Distributors dated May
31, 2010 notifies that with ef-
fect from June 01, 2010, the
following category of  associ-
ated persons, ie, distributors,
agents or any persons em-
ployed or engaged or to be
employed or engaged in the
sale and/or distribution of
mutual fund products, shall
be required to have a valid
certification from the Na-
tional Institute of  Securities
Markets (NISM) by passing
the certification examination
as mentioned in the NISM
communiqué NISM/Certifi-
c a t i o n / S e r i e s - V - A :
MFD/2010/01 dated May
05, 2010

The examination seeks to cre-
ate a common minimum
knowledge benchmark for all
people involved in selling and
distributing mutual funds in-
cluding:
• Individual mutual fund

distributors.
• Employees of  organisa-

tions engaged in sales
and distribution of  mu-
tual funds.

• Employees of  asset man-
agement companies, es-
pecially people engaged
in sales and distribution
of  mutual funds.

The certification aims to en-

hance the quality of
sales, distribution and re-
lated support services in
the mutual fund industry.

Examination objectives:
On successful completion of

the examination, the can-
didate should:

• Know the basics of  mu-
tual funds, their role and
structure, different kinds

of  mutual fund schemes
and their features.

• Understand how mutual
funds are distributed in
the market-place, how
schemes are to be evalu-
ated, and how suitable
products and services can
be recommended to in-
vestors and prospective
investors in the market.

• Get oriented to the legal-
ities, accounting, valua-
tion and taxation aspects
underlying mutual funds
and their distribution.

• Get acquainted with fi-
nancial planning as an
approach to investing in
mutual funds, as an aid
for mutual fund distribu-
tors to develop long term
relationships with their
clients.

Who can take NISM-Series-V-
A: Mutual Fund Distributors
Certification examination?
1. Associated people in-

cluding distributors,
agents, brokers, sub-bro-
kers or any other em-
ployed or engaged or to
be employed or engaged
person in the sale and/or
distribution of  mutual
fund products. However,
others outside this circle
can also apply. 

For whom is this examination
mandated?

NISM has specified this
examination to be the requi-
site standard for associated

people including distribu-
tors, agents, brokers, and
sub-brokers or any employed
or engaged or to be em-
ployed or engaged in the sale
and/or distribution of  mu-
tual fund products. Registra-
tion for NISM-Series-V-A:
Mutual Fund Distributors
Certification Examination

Candidates can register with
any of  the following test ad-
ministrators:
1. National Institute of  Se-

curities Markets (NISM)
https://certifications.nis
m.ac.in/nismaol/

2. Bombay Stock Exchange
( B S E )
www.bseindia.com

3. MCX Stock Exchange
(MCX-SX) www.mcx-
sx.com

4. National Stock Ex-
change (NSE)
www.nseindia.com

Fees structure:
Inclusive fee for this exam

is Rs 1,000. No additional
payment is needed for study
material and certificates.

Assessment structure:
The examination is of  100

marks. All 100 questions
carry one mark, and should
be completed in two hours.
For every wrong answer,
there is negative marking of
0.25. The passing score is 50
per cent.

Validity period of 
the certificate:

The certificate will be
valid for three years from the
date of  the examination.
Passing Certificate will be is-
sued only to those candi-
dates who have
furnished/updated their In-
come Tax Permanent Ac-
count Number (PAN) in
their registration details.

Renewal of certificate:
To renew the certificate,

one needs to appear for
NISM CPE for Mutual Fund
Distributors or successfully
pass the NISM Mutual Fund
Distributors Certification ex-
amination before the expiry
of  the certificate.
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A 30-day course! 
NIMS mutual fund distributors certification course allows candidates to
make a prosperous career in mutual fund industry. The duration of the
course is only 30 days with a fee  of Rs 1000

My son is in Class VII and shows
immense interest in conducting
events. He organises a lot of  events
in our apartment complex - like
Ganesh Chaviti, Navratri, New
Year parties etc. I would like him
to take up event management as his
career. I have a big family and he
will have a good chance to organise
several events professionally. Is
there is a formal course for events
and will such a course be recog-
nized? - Sharon Daniel, Vi-
jayawada

Hi Sharon, 
You say your child is ex-

tremely passionate about con-
ducting events, well that’s one of
the most important attributes
that make an event professional
stand out. Other strengths are
having excellent interpersonal,
communication and time man-
agement skills, being organised,

go-getter, great negotiator and
self  motivated. Also, never
crumble under pressure.  

In terms of  educational quali-
fications, a formal education in
the form of  a diploma or degree
in event management or in ad-
vertising or public relations with
a specialisation in event manage-
ment should be ideal, though not
much stress is laid on education.

Mudra Institute of  Communi-
cation, Ahmedabad (MICA); In-
dian Institute of  Mass
Communication, New Delhi;
Makhanlal Chaturvedi National

University of  Journal-
ism, Bhopal; Annamalai
University, Madurai
Kamraj University,
Tamil Nadu; Punjabi
University, Patiala; Sri
Venkateswara University,
Tirupati; Guru Jamb-
heshwar University;
Hisar are some institutes
that offer a master pro-
gram in public relations
and advertising with a
specialisation in event
management.

Gurucool Institute of
Event Management in
Hyderabad (which looks
very good and promis-
ing) offers a range of  spe-
cialised certification
courses, check site: http://guru-
cooledutech.com/?page_id=55

National Institute of  Event
Management (NIEM) in tie-up

with GurukulOnline Learning
Solutions (GOLS), offers an on-
line diploma in event manage-
ment. You can check the site:
http://www.golsacademy.com/
c o u r s e s -
eventmanagement.jsp#1. 

eDistance Learning Interna-
tional offers a ‘Professional
Diploma in Event Management’
for student above 16 years of  age.
Check site: http://www.learn-
pipe.in/course/professional-
diploma-in-event-management_
9c42a9d4bbce8d6c15d83ed1fa3
4e340.htm

ASK THE COUNSELLOR

I have completed my Law and
am keen on taking up Patents
and rights. Where can I study
this? Any universities in the US
or Australia that offer these
courses? 
-Vidya Valli, Vanashtalipuram

Hi Vidya,
You say you have com-

pleted your law and I hope
you have passed your state
bar, because you must be li-
censed to practice law to be-
come a patent attorney. 

The fact is, very little of
what is taught in IP courses
helps one to become a practi-
tioner in the field. The real
tips to be a good patent
lawyer are learnable only on

the job, from an experienced practi-
tioner. For that, it does not matter
which law school you attended, nor
does it matter whether or not you
took a patent law course, or a copy-
right law course. So the basic advice
is, go to a law school with an excel-
lent overall reputation- Harvard,
Yale, Chicago, NYU,  Boalt, Stan-
ford, Columbia.

The Institute for Information Law
& Policy at New York Law School,
now offers a new Patent Law Pro-
gram (PLP) that aims to provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to
develop greater expertise in the area
of  patent law. 

The IILP also works with PLP stu-
dents to obtain both externship and
internship opportunities during their
law school careers to provide a head
start when admitted to practice.

The George Washington Univer-
sity Law School has no specialisation
in patent law as such, but has been a
leader in intellectual property educa-
tion and scholarship for more than
one hundred years, wherein intellec-
tual property (IP) law determines
how we use patents, copyrights, and
trademarks.

Boston University School of  Law
(BU Law), one of  America’s most
distinguished law schools, offers a
full time course in LLM in Intellec-
tual Property Law.  

Check site http://www.llm-
guide.com/usa/concentrations/42/I
ntellectual%20Property%20(IP)%20
Law for a few more universities of
USA offering an LLM in IP.

The Wipo-Qut Master of  Intellec-

tual Property Law Program is offered
jointly by Queensland Institute of
Technology and the World Intellec-
tual Property Organization (WIPO,
the UN’s world governing body for
intellectual property), Sydney Law
school also offers an LLM in Patent
Law. You can check their respective
sites.

Closer home, you could prefer
Nalsar, Hyderabad, or Indian insti-
tute of  Patent and Trademark Attor-
ney that render quality education.

Remember that possessing an
LLM from abroad is not a guarantee
of success in the Indian legal market.
To have a better understanding of
employment prospects in India,
LLM aspirants should realise and ap-
preciate that in addition to an LLM

degree from abroad, their work expe-
rience and educational credentials
prior to the LLM also play a crucial
role in getting the desired opening. In
order to fully capitalize on the LLM,
gaining admission to the Bar in the
country from where the LLM degree
has been obtained is strongly ad-
vised. 

A word of  caution! Foreign LLM
students face stiff  competition in the
foreign market as they compete with
students who have obtained their first
degree in law (equivalent of  LLB)
from that country. Unless foreign stu-
dents find an opening which allows
them to leverage their specific skills,
the foreign LLM students are at a
disadvantage when looking for jobs
in the foreign jurisdiction.  

All the best!
(The column will appear

on Monday as usual)

Shehre Banu
(The counsellor
is a psychology
graduate from 

Osmania Univer-
sity, PG from Chat-

tisgarh; E-mail
queries to young-

hans@hmtv.in)

Formal education in event
management  helps 

By Siddharth, Class VII, St Stephen’s Grammar High School, Boduppal, Hyderabad

By K Samahitha, Class V, Mudra Concept School, Mallikarjuna Nagar, Hyderabad

We are all aware that
our state’s power

production has decreased
to a low level. We, being in
the capital city, face power
cut of  three-and-half
hours. Many remedied are
to be taken to avoid power
crisis. But if  the situation
comes where I am the
Chief  Minister, I would
take the following steps. 
1. Provision of  minimum

current to school and
educational institutes. 

2. Provision of  adequate
power to farmers and
small scale industries. 

3. Educating people not
to waste current un-
necessarily and switch
off  electric appliances
immediately after use. 

4. Using solar energy.
5. Decrease the cost of

appliances that work
on solar energy so as
to make it affordable
for everybody. 

6. Borrowing current
from other states
which have extra cur-
rent. 

7. Creating awareness
among the youth
about power crisis. 

8. Educating people to
save electrical energy.

9. Encouraging scientists

to give innovative
ideas to avoid power
crisis. 

10. Trying to suppress
strikes and bandhs that
happen in the name of
power crisis because
such strike will not
bring current to peo-
ple. 

Two years ago Gujarat
was in more sympathetic
stage, but recovered so well
that it now lends current to

AP. If  I am the Chief  Min-
ister of  the state, I will de-
velop right attitude among
the people of  my state to
avoid power crisis. 

The youth should be en-
couraged to join the elec-
tricity department. And all
of  them should work effi-
ciently to improve power
conditions in the state. And
the public should pay taxes
at the right time to help the
Government for the better-
ment of the state. However,
I feel there is not necessity
to be the Chief  Minister,
because if  we all do are du-
ties sincerely, then we will
live in a happy state. 

- K Anupama Subhadra
Class X, Brilliant 

Grammar High School, 
Habsiguda, Hyderabad 

Iʼll ask scientists for
power‑saving ideas

Essay on ‘If I were the Chief Minister,
what would I do to resolve power crisis’

Few more deserving entries from
Aatmeeya Sadassu-Uppal

SAVE WATER, SAVE EARTH

Boston University School of Law
offers a full-time course in LLM in
Intellectual Property Law  

Gurucool Institute of Event Management in Hyderabad  offers
specialised certification course


