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Listen
up!

DR T VIJAY KUMAR

From English spelling,
which we discussed in
the last couple of

columns, we move this week
to English pronunciation.
Pronunciation is to speaking
what spelling is to writing. In
writing, we recognise a word
and distinguish it from others
by its spelling. In speech, pro-
nunciation helps us in a simi-
lar way. While the spelling of
a word is a combination of
letters, pronunciation is a
combination of  sounds. 

Here are some reasons that
make English pronunciation
one of  the hardest skills to
learn, especially for non-na-
tive speakers like us:
• English has some sounds

that don’t exist in Indian
languages. For instance,
Hindi speakers find it dif-
ficult to pronounce words
that begin or end with
consonant clusters in
words such as: straight
(often pronounced as is-
traight), fly (faly), film
(filam/fillum). 

• There is no simple or
consistent relationship
between spellings and
sounds in English. The
number of  sounds (actu-
ally small sound units
called ‘phonemes’) in a
word does not match
with the number of  letters
that make its spelling. For
instance, the word catch

has five letters: c-a-t-c-h,
but has only three
sounds: c-a-tch. 

• English is a ‘stress-based’
language while Indian
languages are syllable–
based. Words and sen-
tences in English have
strong (stressed) and
weak (unstressed) parts.
In every word in English
only one syllable is
mainly emphasised. In
Indian languages, on the
other hand, all parts (syl-
lables) of  a word and all
words in a sentence are
given the same stress. 

We will discuss the more
technical aspects of  pronun-
ciation next week, but here let
us try to clear a few confu-
sions. 

Pronunciation and accent:
these two words are often
misused and misunderstood
as meaning the same. Pro-
nunciation is the manner in
which a word should to be ut-
tered for it to be understood.
Accent, on the other hand,

refers to the stress that has to
be placed on a syllable in a
particular word. What is
more important in speaking
is pronunciation and not ac-
cent because what you say
will not be understood if  your
pronunciation is wrong. But
often people who need to im-
prove their pronunciation try
instead to acquire an artificial
accent. It is neither possible
nor necessary for us to have
native-speaker-like accent.
Your accent is your identity.
It is part of  you and your cul-
ture and there is no need to
lose it entirely. What is im-
portant in pronunciation is
that it should have maximum
intelligibility with minimum
effort—the person listening to
you should be able to under-
stand what you are saying
with minimal strain. Remem-

ber clarity is more important
than accent.

Fluency and speed: speak-
ing 120-150 words per minute
is considered the normal
speed.  But sometimes people
try and speak very quickly to
give the impression of  flu-
ency. However, this often af-
fects the clarity of  your
pronunciation and makes it
harder for others to under-
stand you. In fact, slowing
down benefits non-native
speakers of  English like us to
pronounce the vowels and
consonants correctly and add
stress appropriately. Remem-
ber, many speakers of  Eng-
lish do not speak very
quickly, but are very fluent. 

Feedback to <hmh.english-
matters@gmail.com>

Dr T Vijay Kumar
Osmania University

ENGLISH MATTERS

1. I have completed Masters in Mass
Com from HCU. I am currently in the
media and I want to pursue my PhD
as I continue to work. What are the
best universities in Hyderabad and
how to go about the same? 

-Praveen Prasthanam, Hayatnagar
PhD requires that you work closely

with a research advisor for around three
to five years to develop a significant
new contribution to media. How to
choose a thesis advisor? Start with the
Phd Holder Supervisor. The primary
supervisor should be Phd with mini-
mum three years of  research work ex-
perience. If  you have a faculty member
in mind, contact the research depart-
ment office to verify if  they can serve as
a PhD advisor. 

According to UGC rules that came
in to force from 2009, you need to clear
an entrance exam/interview (whether
it is NET or some other exam) for get-
ting admitted to PhD program and after
the admission you need to complete
some course work for requisite credits.

Get registered at the university and to
do so, you need a  i) completion of
credits through coursework, ii) a formal
proposal of  research (synopsis) devised
in consultation with your guide and ap-
proved by doctoral committee, iii) and
some form filling and fee deposit. This
takes around one year. The next two-
three years depending on your subject
and research proposal, you do research
and try to achieve the objectives. You
need at least one publication in peer re-
viewed journals in some universities.

If  your guide permits, write and pres-
ent synopsis to the committee to attain
permission to write the thesis. Once the
committee is satisfied with your re-
search and permission is granted, write
your thesis, get it corrected from your
guide and then submit three copies to
university with requisite fee and form.
The university examines your thesis
through experts in your field, and if
they approve, you proceed to final step,
that is open defence or viva of  your re-
search in front of  public and external
examiner (which is appointed by the
university). If  you clear this test, you’ll
be awarded PhD. 

Regarding financial assistantships,
some fellowships partially cover ex-
penses and others cover full tuition and
provide a stipend. 
• The University of  Hyderabad, also

known as Hyderabad Central Uni-
versity, is one of  the leading public
research universities in India, which
is largely devoted to postgraduate
and doctoral studies. Department
of  communication, University of
Hyderabad, http://www.uohyd.
ernet.in/ offers a full time course
and also a part time for all MA’s
(Mass Communication & Journal-
ism, Communication & MCJ) and
the research is completed within
five years. The part time is eligible

only for the residents of  Hyd/Sec
and requires a residential certificate.

Sarojini Naidu School of  Fine Arts
and Communication (Uni-
versity of  Hyderabad) offers
a part time PhD in commu-
nications.
• PhD in Journalism from

Acharya Nagarjuna
University, PhD in Jour-
nalism & Mass Commu-
nication, duration of  the
course is 2/3 Years, Eli-
gibility:- MPhil in Jour-
nalism and Mass
Communication / Mas-
ter Degree in Journalism
and Mass Communica-
tion with 50 per cent aggregate

2. My son, Amar, is in class VII in a
CBSE school. We are soon going to
shift to Bengaluru as my husband's
job has been transferred there. We will
have to put him in a new school, and
I was thinking if  I should choose an
ICSE school this time. I have heard
people say that ICSE board follows a
more comprehensive and high stan-
dard syllabus. Please advice.

- Uma Ramachandran

Hi Uma,
It has always been a contentious

issue for a parent in accrediting the best
school and the best board governing the
education system, especially in grades
VIII to XII. To start with, ICSE is not a
board and is an exam conducted by
CISCE or Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examination. Both
the boards follow scientifically designed
curriculum. 

Where teaching methodology is con-
cerned, CBSE is excellent and with the
introduction of  the Continuous and
Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE)
scheme by the CBSE in 2009, it allows
students to learn beyond books.

Curriculum wise, ICSE is more thor-
ough as it includes detailed study of
subjects and it also offers more choices
of  subjects and a lot of  combinations
(such as computer science, environmen-
tal science and even interior design)
which helps the child prepare for higher
studies. Nevertheless, recent initiatives

by the CBSE such as introduction of
mandarin, hospitality, media studies,
etc as subjects at senior secondary level

makes the curriculum
unique. 

The basics of  every subject
are explained and clarified
better in ICSE curriculum as
compared to CBSE. The
course outline of  English in
the ICSE educational

system is the most com-
petitive and one of  the best
in India. CBSE content fo-
cuses more on Science and
Maths, with attention paid to
application of  knowledge.
CISCE (ICSE) on the other

hand is more balanced with equal focus
on language, arts and science.

Career wise, for pursing career in
Management (MBA), ICSE is sug-
gested, on the other hand, it is pertinent
to note that the CBSE students aspiring
to undertake the entrance exams for
IIT-JEE & PMT, are at a huge advan-
tage because CBSE organises these
exams. ICSE does not have any role in
organising these exams. Also, students
appearing for the UPSC administrative
service examinations, such as IAS and
IPS have an edge over other students. 

When it comes to taking up entrance
exams for foreign education, like SAT
and TOEFL, teachers recommend an
ICSE syllabus over CBSE, as there is a
lot of  emphasis given over English and
its literature in ICSE. A lot of  talent
search examinations and scholarship
exams such as SSTSE, NSEB, NSEC,
etc held at local and national level base
their content on CBSE syllabus. 

My vote would be for CBSE, because
it is a national curriculum and is pre-
ferred by parents in transferable jobs.
CBSE schools can be found abroad as
well. And it is also globally recognised,
to mention here UCAS, (universities &
colleges admissions service – central or-
ganisation through which applications
are processed for entry to higher educa-
tion) recognises CBSE at par with
ISCE.

(The counsellor is a psychology  gradu-
ate from Osmania University, PG from
Chattisgarh; E-mail queries to young-

hans@hmtv.in)

Walk-in interview for
Laboratory Technicians

Rajiv Gandhi University of  Knowl-
edge Technologies invites applica-

tions for the post of  Laboratory Asst/
Laboratory Technicians. Interested can-
didates should apply online by Septem-
ber 21, 2012, 5:00 pm. After applying
online the candidates should take a
printout of  the application form and
send the application along with pre-
scribed registration fee (in the form of
Demand Draft/Transfer slip), and proof
of  eligibility, ie qualification along with
memorandum of marks and caste certifi-
cate, etc, to “The  Registrar, Rajiv
Gandhi University of  Knowledge Tech-
nologies, Vindhya-C4 Building, IIIT

campus, Gachibowli, Hyderabad-
500032” on or  before September 24,
2012.  The Envelope containing the hard
copy of  the application form,
DD/Transfer Slip and attested Xerox
copies of  the certificates should be super
scribed “APPLICATION FOR THE
POST of  Laboratory  Assistant/Labora-
tory Technician vide Advertisement No
Advt.”

Last date extended for
admission to Bhavan’s  
The Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s College

of  Communication and Manage-
ment has extended its last date for ad-
mission to its six courses in the
management subjects to September 15.
The academic session for Mass Commu-

nication, Journalism and Public Rela-
tions courses, however, has commenced
from September 3.  The college is invites
all those students who have registered
for admissions into the communication
courses to complete their admission for-
malities at the earliest. For further de-
tails, contact 040-23241426,
23230755/23237825.

Shehre Banu

HANS LEKHA

IDOL CHATTER

EDU ALERTS

ASK THE COUNSELLOR

1) You can buy paper, pens and pads in a (stationery) shop.
2) A scorpion’s poison is in its (tail).
3) The (principal) is the head of  the college. 
4) Senior citizens can ask for a lower (berth) in trains. 
5) Writers often refuse to (alter) what they have written.
6) I asked the mechanic to change the (brake) oil.
7) Visitors can wait in the (ante) room.
8) We should not (meddle) in someone’s private matters.
9) Many people now prefer to wear (readymade) clothes. 
10) One should not (lose) hope in times of  difficulty.

Choose the correct alternative:

Answers to last week’s questions:

Ex:  Candate → Candidate

1. Dias 2. Identy 3. Tonty 4. Jualazy

5. Umen 6. Craijee 7. Imaze 8. Expresso

9. Probly 10. Perculate

From the following common 
mispronunciations, can you guess the words?

CBSE or ICSE school?

My idol:
When it comes to choosing

my Idol, I think of my parents
who are my Gods in human
disguise. There are many
great personalities who can be
my role models, but my par-
ents are greater to me. 

Why?
I first thank them for giv-

ing me a life. About other
great leaders, I have only

heard about them doing
good to people, but in this
case, I actually see my roles
models extend a helping
hand to others in need.  

Qualities I like 
They never give up their

struggle for things that is
right. When it comes to tak-
ing a stand for right things,
they are less than no Anna
Hazare. They are staunch

supporter of  the maxim-
Never give up; try, try till you
succeed.

This instills a huge
amount of  confidence and

energy in me to cross all the
hurdles of  my life. 

- R Kalyan Srinivas, 
Loyola Degree College, 

Hyderabad

By C Yash Karthik, Class IV C, Auxilium High School, Secunderabad

Mother Nagamani and father Sai Baba

My parents are gods 
in human disguise 

If you aspire to study
MBBS and also want an
international exposure,

Anna Medical College Re-
search Centre is the right uni-
versity for you. 

Established in, March
2012, Anna Medical College
and Research Centre
(AMCRC), affiliated with
University of  Technology,
Mauritius (UTM), a Univer-
sity under the ambit of  Gov-
ernment of  Mauritius, offers
MBBS programme with clin-
ical attachment of  FLACQ
teaching hospital at Mauri-
tius. 

Infrastructure
Equipped with modern fa-

cilities for modern education
and health delivery, the infra-
structure at the campus is set
up to provide a quality life on
campus to students. 

Built to give students every
academic advantage as they
embrace their future as med-
ical professionals, the cam-
pus has Wi-Fi throughout
the academic grounds, inter-

active multimedia class-
rooms and labs, and Black-
board Learn. 

USP
The fact that the college

has experiences and dedi-
cated faculty drawn from the
cream of  talent from across
India and Mauritius makes
AMCRC a popular destina-
tion among international stu-
dents from India, Sri Lanka,

Maldives, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Singapore, Middle
East, Kenya, Australia, New
Zealand, United States,
Canada, United Kingdom
and South Africa. 

Life on campus
AMCRC ensures that

every convenience is pro-
vided to enable a smooth,
stress-free campus life where
students can single-mindedly

focus on their education,
helping them transform into
confident and competent
medical and health profes-
sionals.

Eligibility
The students should have

written the higher secondary
examination or the Indian
School Certificate Examina-
tion or the intermediate ex-
amination in science of  an
Indian University/Board or
other recognised examining
body or BSc examination of
an Indian University. The
final selection of  candidates
will solely be on merit of  the
candidate. 

For detailed information
on the eligibility criteria, log
on to http://www.annamed-
icalcol lege.com/admis-
sions.html 

Future plans
AMCRC will soon start

postgraduate programs and
the School of  Nursing and
Allied Health programs in
the late half  of  the year 2012.

AMCRC attracts students from
around the world 

Speak slowly for
clear pronunciation

Facade of the college building


