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The phonograph, record player, or
gramophone is a device for the

recording and reproduction of  sound
recordings. The recordings played on
such a device generally consist of
wavy lines that are scratched, en-
graved, or grooved onto a rotating
disc. As the disc rotates, a stylus or
needle traces the wavy lines and vi-
brates to reproduce the recorded
sound waves.

Thomas Edison announced his invention of  phonograph on

November 21, 1877. Edison's phono-
graph was the first to be able to repro-
duce the recorded sound. His
phonograph originally recorded sound
onto a tinfoil sheet. Arguably, any de-
vice used to record sound or reproduce
recorded sound could be called a type of  "phonograph", but in
common practice it has come to mean historic technologies of
sound recording. The gramophone record was one of  the dom-
inant audio recording formats throughout much of  the 20th
Century. However, that status was eventually replaced by the
Compact Disc and other digital recording formats.
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1. the skin, 2. nickel, 3. brown, 4. 95, 5. molecule, 6. Canada, 7. William Howard Taft, 
8. Buenos Aires, 9. Yes. The bottom left turns anticlockwise, while all the others turn clockwise., 

10. Marie Curie

1 What is the body`s largest organ?
a) the heart b) the liver
c) the skin

2 Which one isn`t a gem?
a) opal b) cat`s-eye
c) nickel

3 What color most closely resembles
the hues umber and topaz?

a) brown b) green
c) white

4 If  76% out of  the 125 applicants for
a job passed a tast, how many
passed?

a) 76 b) 95
c) 49

5 What is a group of  atoms that are

linked together?
a) isotope b) molecule
c) element

6 Manitoba is a province of  what
country?

a) Mexico b) Australia
c) Canada

7. Who served as the 27th President of
the United States and the 10th Chief
Justice?

a) Woodrow Wilson
b) Grover Cleveland
c) William Howard Taft

8 Which city isn`t in Brazil?
a) Rio de Janeiro b) Buenos Aires
c) Sao Paulo

9 Here is a set of  cogs connected via
drive belts. If  the top left cog is
turned clockwise  will all the cogs
turn freely?

10 Recognise this famous scientist:
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Tartar
Pronunciation \TAHR-ter\

DEFINITION noun 

1 : a person of  irritable or vi-
olent temper
2 : one that proves to be un-
expectedly formidable

EXAMPLES

"'Yes, Great-aunt Gert took
us both under her wing.' He
jerked his head toward the se-
vere woman in the painting.
'My father's spinster aunt, a
bold tartar of  a woman who
most people were frightened
to death of.'" — From Anne
Gracie's 2008 novel The
Stolen Princess
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GEEK STOP

In music, an octave or perfect oc-
tave is the interval between one

musical pitch and another with half
or double its frequency. The octave
relationship is a natural phenome-
non that has been referred to as the
"basic miracle of  music.”
For example, if  one note has a fre-
quency of 440 Hz, the note an octave
above it is at 880 Hz, and the note an
octave below is at 220 Hz. The ratio
of frequencies of two notes an octave
apart is therefore 2:1. 
The human ear tends to hear both

notes as being essentially the same
due to closely related harmonics.
Notes in an octave ring together and
make music pleasing. This is called
octave equivalency.
Monkeys experience octave equiva-
lency, and its biological basis appar-
ently is an octave mapping of
neurons in the auditory thalamus of
the mammalian brain. The percep-
tion of  octave equivalency is due to
self-organizing nature of  neural net-
works, without the necessity of  tutor-
ing. 

Phonographʼs invention
What are octaves?

SHEHRE BANU

The study of  English
seems to have become
less popular among un-

dergraduates. Is it that the
English department is chasing
away students by concentrat-
ing on deconstruction, expos-
ing how this or that author
was embodying
imperialism/sexism/racism
or any number of  other isms?
Or is it that a proliferation of
career-oriented degree pro-
grammes in the last couple of
decades, is most likely attract-
ing the students and have be-
come the most popular majors
in the nation’s colleges and
universities? Blaming either
the lack of  interest or the fear
of limited employment oppor-
tunities, boys prefer profes-
sional courses like
engineering, MBA or other
job-oriented courses. 

Harsh Goel who is pursuing
CA thinks that PG in English
does not provide suitable job
opportunities. “There is a need
to bring about changes in the
course so that students who
pursue it get placements im-
mediately,” he says.  Arvind
Singh, who is pursuing BTech,
said before they clear the final
year, companies come to the
campus to recruit students.
This usually does not happen
in the case of  English where
opportunities are very limited.

Career counsellors say that
English language study offers
an array of opportunities apart
from teaching, such as transla-

tors, interpreters, editors, lin-
guists, lexicographers, proof
readers, transcriptionists, ter-
minologist, sub-titlers, tour op-
erators and freelancers! The
main reason; India was a
British colony, and  we have
adopted English as a major
language in all official works.
Also, a recent boom in out-
sourcing jobs particularly form
USA and Western European
countries has thrown upon a
lot of  job opportunities for
those, who are pursuing Eng-
lish language. Over the years,
it has become an important
medium of  communication,
both at the international and
intra-national levels. The im-
portance of spoken English is
even more, because there are
many cases where one knows
his subject well, but fails to
communicate it properly. In
addition to this, the ongoing
boom in the Indian economy
has further increased world

mobility, which in turn, has
further widened the scope for
English graduates. The lan-
guage of  the corporate world
being English, an individual
can make strides in the man-
agement ladder if  he/she can
speak English fluently.

How to master this lan-
guage? By studying literature?
Does studying literature alone
give you English language
proficiency? Says Shameem, a
Google India employee, a ca-
reer in English literature alone
does not help you become
proficient in the language be-
cause it is too abstract. She
says “You have to live the life
and practice skills, i.e. when
you read, read like you eat
and breathe, read, read and
read, even when there are only
a few minutes to spare, and
when you write, think through
your minds and properly or-
ganise your thoughts”. 

Says, Nargis, the English

language professor in Bha-
van’s Degree College, “Eng-
lish is not "phonetic", that
means that we do not always
say a word the same way that
we spell it. The English lan-
guage may have 26 letters of
the alphabet, but it has double
that number of  sounds: 52.
The best way to gain profi-
ciency in this language is to
Read!. Read!. Read! Read a
book and not on a PC.  This
helps you in your imagination
and creativity skills and also
improves your verbal commu-
nication, basically your pro-
nunciations. Author, J.
Trounstine, a communication
consultant says that, “The
study of literature offers many
ways to improve literacy: it
gives access to language, read-
ing, writing, a shared culture
and one’s own self.” Therefore
literature does increase our
language skills because litera-
ture extends our linguistic
knowledge. Of  course the
basic pillar to attract students
to this field could be a reform
in its teaching methods, so
that it no more remains ab-
stract and boring. Also it is
useful to have literary texts
and their analysis easier made
for students.

So next time if  someone
says, “Career in English lan-
guage? No Scope,” don’t get
upset. Get a degree in journal-
ism (with English literature)
and get jobs with news broad-
casting firms like NDTV,
CNN – IBN, Zee News, Star
News Communication etc.

Apart from these job
prospects, they can also find
jobs as independent literary
critics, writing for print or on-
line publications. Apart from
these job prospects, they can
also find jobs as independent
literary critics, writing for
print or online publications.
After doing your BA English
explore the option of  doing
some specialized post gradu-
ate courses in the field of  so-
cial work, finance, retail,
design, hospitality, stocks, avi-
ation etc based on your inter-
ests and strengths. English
Language Training is a big
and growing sector in India
with jobs freelance and full-
time options as an English
language trainer or a voice
and accent trainer.  There are
also ample opportunities for
linguists as online content
writer, technical translators
and decoders. Professional ca-
reers such as accountancy,
banking and law will also take
on English graduates with on-
the-job training used to de-
velop the key skills you will
need. Moreover if  you plan to
work abroad/settle then to
successfully integrate into
their society and to be able to
succeed in your career, Eng-
lish language requirements be-
come a must. 

English language consid-
ered by the entire world as the
global lingua franca, still re-
mains the vehicle of  growth,
prosperity and upward mobil-
ity, so if  interested in this field
do not hesitate to choose it!

Bright future ahead
for English majors
Career counsellors say that English language study offers an array of 
opportunities, apart from teaching, such as translators, interpreters, editors, 
linguists, lexicographers, proof readers, transcriptionists, terminologists

Union Minister D Purandeswari addressing the students at the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan School at Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad 

Students singing a group song

Bhavanʼs platinum Jubilee 

CORRECTION
In 'Today's The Day' dated November 20, it
was wrongly mentioned that Tipu Sultan
was born in 1950 instead of 1750. The error is
regretted.  


