
HYDERABAD | SATURDAY 4 JANUARY 2014 |III

I am a BTech student
(ECE). I am confused if
I should study Master’s

abroad or write GATE to
pursue Mtech. Please sug-
gest which is a better op-
tion? 

-Rajesh, Habsiguda 
Electronics and Com-

munication Engineering is
the only branch of  engineer-
ing which covers two fields
that is electronics as well as
communication. It is an ever-
green branch. An MS abroad
will definitely enhance your
educational background and
as you obtain a specialisation

in a particular field, your job
prospects will also boost up.
Now studying MTech in
India or MS in the US is
completely your
choice. If  you are
willing to go
abroad then you
must appear for
Graduate Record
E x a m i n a t i o n s
(GRE) or Test of
English as a For-
eign Language
(TOEFL) or Inter-
national English
Language Testing
System (IELTS) for
MS in foreign coun-
tries. Remember that
going abroad for
higher studies in-
volves huge expendi-
ture; hence, this decision
must be taken in consulta-
tion of  family members. It
costs one $ 30,000 per year
for a four-year course. MS in

the US top 50 universities
(with a scholarship) is always
a better choice. After figuring
out what you would like to

do in MS, you need to check
for the duration of  the
course, accreditations and
the type: thesis or non-thesis
based. The the-

sis-based are ones that in-
volve more in research and
require you to write a thesis

and the entry
requirements for it is also
comparatively higher than
those needed for the non-the-
sis ones. Understand the ba-

sics of  the degree before you
make a decision to pursue
MS degree. In UK, they call
it ME (Mater of  Engineer-
ing) and in Canada they
refer to it as MASc degree-
Master of  Applied Science.
An MS abroad will help
gain exposure to different
cultures.

I would like to mention
here that NITs and IITs
have all top companies of
the world in every domain
for campus recruitment
with a 200 per cent place-
ment figures. No university
in the world has this kind
of  placement statistics. For
MTech in IITs, you have to
prepare for GATE and
refer to link: 

http://allyourtomor-
rows.wordpress.com/wp-
admin/post.php?post=
400&action=edit&mes-
sage=6&postpost=v2 

Can you give me an overview of
the job description of  an agricul-

tural engineer?
-Sai Kiran, Sainikpuri  

Agricultural engineering is the
application of the engineering prin-
ciples to food and agricultural in-
dustries and also management of
our natural resources. It is the pro-
fession that solves engineering

problems of  pro-
viding food, water, clean fuel and
energy sources, and a healthy envi-
ronment to the people of  the
world. They incorporate automa-
tion, precision and smart technolo-
gies "intelligence" to new and
existing equipment.

To make farming easier, efficient
and profitable, the agricultural en-
gineer applies his knowledge of  bi-
ology and various engineering

disciplines (mainly chemical,
civil, electrical and mechanical
engineering), designs, manu-
factures, constructs and devel-
ops new agricultural
machinery and equipments.
He also applies engineering
principles to the innovations
in conservation of  water,
soil, seed, fuel, pesticides and

forest resources. 
They supervise production for

new strings of plants, improve crop
and livestock production, improve
food processing techniques, design
structures and facilities like barns,
garages, or other buildings used for
growing crops, storing the har-
vested crops and raising livestock.

Agriculture engineers find better
ways to reduce crop loss from field
damage, during handling, sorting,

packing and processing and it is
him who plans the heating, cool-
ing, ventilation, post harvest han-
dling, logistics and more. 

Depending on their area of  spe-
cialty, they end up working in a for-
est, laboratory, design office or on
a farm or research station. 

Agricultural engineers who are
more interested in areas that deal
with electrification will have a dif-
ferent task. Their daily duties may
consist of  work that helps with the
improvement of  electric power.
Sometimes this may be work that
is done for rural areas. At other
times there may be a need to
analyse power in concerns to ma-
chinery and preserving crops. 

Some deal with environmental
issues relating to agriculture such
as flood control issues, reclamation

projects and soil erosion and use
research results to improve the rel-
evant factors. They also analyse
and develop substitutes for agricul-
tural by-products. 

An agricultural engineer may
work at improving animal housing
and health care and therefore they
design comfortable houses for ani-
mals, taking into account their
well-being and the need for produc-
tivity.

They have an option to work
with NGOs on various projects
and schemes. And lastly they also
have to collaborate with clients,
contractors and colleagues.

With the growth in the world’s
population the need for agricul-
tural engineers is increasing in
both the private and government
sector. 
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Siddhartha Gautama was born two thou-
sand hundred years ago.

His father was King Suddhodana. Suddho-
dana ruled at Kapilavastu. 

Prince Siddhartha married Princess Yasod-
hara. He lived happily with her till he was 28.
A son was born to them. One day Prince Sid-
dhartha went out into the streets.

There he saw some old and sick people.
The Prince thought, "Why do people grow

old, suffer, or die?" He wanted to find the an-
swer. The Prince had heard that people left
their homes and lived in forests to think out
answers to questions about life.

Siddhartha also went away from the
palace, leaving his wife and child behind. He
decided to live in a forest.

He cut his hair, put on beggar’s
clothes, and studied under
gurus.

For five full years he wandered
thus, seeking an answer to his
doubts.

One day he was meditating be-
neath a pipal tree.

There suddenly he found the
answer and got true Knowledge.

That tree came to be called the
Bo tree. 

Siddhartha was called the Bud-
dha or the Enlightened One, be-

cause he found true knowledge.
The Buddha began preaching it to the

world.
He lived long. He taught the way to over-

come sorrow.
The religion he taught is called Buddhism.

Many people joined him. Buddhism became
a world religion. The people who follow his
teachings are called Buddhists.

Today a quarter of the world follows his
teachings. The followers of the Buddha were
great lovers of art. They carved many tem-
ples out of rocks in our country.

They have given us many great paintings
also. You can see the statues of the Buddha
in Buddha temples.

The Buddha Employability of  engineer-
ing graduates and their

ability to deliver to industry ex-
pectation after they have been
hired has been a matter of con-
cern and engaging the atten-
tion of academics and industry
alike. The Nasscom and McK-
insey report indicates that only
25 per cent of  our engineering
graduates are directly employ-
able and the situation has
changed significantly in the last
five years. Experts in this line
of  thought opine that the stu-
dents, though educated are sel-
dom employable, as they lack
skill in areas which are most
sought after by the industry.

In order to develop the skills
of their students that the indus-
try demand from an entry level
employee, BVRIT has
launched a new school called
Centre for Employability En-
hancement (CEE) at its cam-
pus on  January 2 in Narsapur,
Medak.  The training on em-
ployability skills will help them
connect with industry before
they step into employment.

Providing such training would
have twin benefits, firstly, the
students are well-prepared to
enter the job market, which
will positively impact their pro-
ductivity at the work place and
secondly, companies will be
spared of  the huge amounts of
investments required on pre-
employment training, espe-
cially in area like soft skills. 

The centre focuses on im-
proving English proficiency,
analytical and logical skills,

personality development and
software knowledge of  indus-
try requirement. Speaking on
the occasion, K V Vishnu
Raju, Chairman, Sri Vishnu
Educational Society, said,
“We are not living in easy
economic times. The current
students are entering the
labour market at the worst
time for many years, when
businesses are under pressure
and unemployment is rising.
The recession – and the re-

sulting increase in competi-
tion for jobs – throws into
sharper focus the imperative
for graduates to have the at-
tributes to succeed in the
workplace. In addition to ac-
quiring the strong academic
and technical knowledge re-
quired for many roles, our
graduates and postgraduates
also need the employability
skills and positive attitude
that employers value in every
new recruit”.

BVRIT launches centre to
enhance employability skills 

Explore your imagination with words by
sending in your essays to Young Hans. Topic
for this week is ‘Are promises made by Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) realistic?’ Students from
Class V to Class X can send in essays. Three
best essays will be awarded cash prize of Rs
500, Rs 300, Rs 200 depending on how best
it is. Oh wait, before you start imagining, go
through the set of hurdles you have to
overcome.
1. The essay should

not be more than
350 words

2. Inputs should
not be taken
from Google. We
can track copy
paste essays
through our
software.

3. Send your Name, Class, School name,
phone number and photo along with the
essay.

4. Your essay should reach us by January 7
by 6 pm

5. Essays can be sent by mail to
younghans@hmtv.in or can be sent by
post to Essay Competition (mention
topic), c/o The Hans India, Plot No 6,
Anupuram Colony A S Rao Nagar, ECIL
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh 500062. 040-
49494545. It can also be hand delivered to
the same address.

Young Hans
Essay writing 

Maulana Azad National
Urdu University, Hy-

derabad ,invites applications
for below faculty posts; Last
date: Jan. 13.

For professor in Mass
Communication & Journal-
ism: A candidate with PhD
qualification in the con-
cerned/allied/relevant disci-
pline and published work of
high quality actively engaged
in research. The candidate
should have teaching experi-
ence in university/college,
and/or experience in research
at the university/national
level institutions/industries,
including experience of  guid-
ing candidates for research at
doctoral level; knowledge of
Urdu is essential.

For Professor in Educa-
tion: A Master's degree in
arts/humanities/science/com
merce and MEd/MA (educa-
tion) each with a minimum of

55 per cent marks; PhD in ed-
ucation; and at least ten years
of  teaching experience in uni-
versity department of  educa-
tion or college of  education,
with a minimum of  five years
at the MEd level with pub-
lished work in the area of
his/her specialisation; Knowl-
edge of  Urdu is essential. 

For further details or to
apply, call Radhakrishna on

+91-88922 43130.

A Master’s degree abroad is an expensive affair 

Students taking down notes during the first session
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EDN ALERTS

Answer quiz,
win prizes

worth 
Rs 1000

Answer the five questions mentioned
in the quiz on Page 2 and give
yourself a chance to win cash prizes.
Those with all-correct answers picked
through a lucky draw will be awarded
cash prize at the end of the week. 

I prize: Rs 500 
II prize: Rs 300 
III Prize: Rs 200

Shehre Banu

(Shehrebanu Kagalwala BSc, MA, PGDPC, Psychologist and
Career Counsellor, Counselling for ADHD and Learning

Disabilities; E-mail queries to younghans@hmtv.in)

ASK THE 
COUNSELLOR 

YOUR ACADEMIC 
DOUBTS CLEARED

Master’s abroad or
MTech in India?


